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MORE NEW TRUCKS NOW HAVE 


Pp 


FIRE PUMPS AS STANDARD EQUIPMENT 
THAN EVER BEFORE! 


7 purchase of new apparatus is a matter of major 
concern to every fire department. An ever-increasing 
number of brand-new trucks with INDIAN FIRE PUMPS 
mounted are now being delivered. Many truck manu- 
facturers list INDIAN FIRE PUMPS as standard specifi- 
cations. 

The portability, convenience and efficiency of INDIANS 

has won high recognition. So, naturally, when a size- 
able investment is made in new equipment, the buyer 
wants the back-pack pumps that do an outstanding 
job on all types of fires. 

Shown here are just a few of the many new trucks 
which have been delivered with INDIANS as speci- 
fied. 

























Santa Clara County, Central District, Fire 
Department (P. E. Van Pelt, Inc. Fire 
Apparatus & Equipment Company, Oak- 
dale, California.) 


Built by Coast Apparatus, Inc., Concord, 
Calif. for Reclamation District 4. Note 
INDIAN FIRE PUMPS mounted. 







oo New truck with INDIANS mrounted in 
place as built by American Fire Appa- 
ratus Co. of Battle Creek, Mich. 


This Peter Pirsch & Sons Co., Kenosha, 
Wisce., 85 ft. 3 piece hydro-mechanical 
aluminum aerial ladder truck in service 
in the city of New York Fire Department, 
is equipped with INDIAN FIRE PUMPS. 





All seams 
are 
electric 
welded. 


No leakage. 






These photos prove the nation-wide endorsement of INDIAN 
FIRE PUMPS. Fire fighting authorities specify INDIANS on 
their latest and and most up-to-date equipment. 

If you are ordering new apparatus, be sure it includes 
INDIANS . . . when buying more equipment, you can't 
make a better choice than INDIAN FIRE PUMPS. 





Let us send you copies of many UTC 
testimonials from satisfied users. ———— Ts 
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Many people don’t realize that a community 
of less than 50,000 people can have safe, 
sure fire alarm protection for an average 
annual cost of 75¢ per box per person. 


And that cost includes installation of the 
system, as well as maintenance throughout 
the years. 


Schools — yes, and hospitals, hotels, in- 
stitutions cannot go unprotected without 


ubstitute for 


is no s 
There !s | Fire Alarm System 


the Municipa 


endangering hundreds of human lives. 

For the full story of safe, sure alarms with 
a Municipal Fire Alarm System, consult us 
about making a survey. 


THE GAMEWELL COMPANY 


NEWTON UPPER FALLS 64, MASS. 
In Canada: Northern Electric Co., Lid., Belleville, Ont. 
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le works in most every major city in the United States . . . and many of the 
smaller ones, too. 


He speaks to thousands of homeowners each day. 


He represents a firm, which, since 1902 has been a leader in the research, 
development and manufacture of communication and detection devices. 


He demonstrates the finest fire detection equipment manufactured. 
He tells a story, the true story, of what happens when fire strikes. 


By now you've probably guessed that we're talking about the Dictograph Fire 
Detective representative. His product, the Dictograph Fire Detective, has been 
responsible for saving hundreds of men, women and children from tragic dis- 
aster. Almost a million of Dictograph's thermostats are on guard day and 
night in every state of the union. 


Yes, truly it may be said that HiS JOB IS SAVING LIVES! 


Listed by Underwriters’ Laboratories, Inc. € 


For information concerning the Dictograph Fire Detective, write to: 


FIRE SAFETY DIVISION 


DICTOGRAPH PRODUCTS, INC. 


JAMAICA 35, NEW YORK 
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In every test the Seagrave Auxiliary High 
Pressure (Fog Producing) Centrifugal has an 
outstanding record. Proof again and again 
that Seagrave engineers have found the 
answer for a pump to deliver the maximum performance while the truck is in motion. 
The Seagrave High Pressure Centrifugal is a four-stage pump driven by standard SAE 
transmission power take-off. It is precision machined from all fine grained bronze 
for a working pressure in excess of 1000 pounds. The pump contains four fine grained 
bronze impellers and has a stainless steel shaft. It is available on both Seagrave 
Standard and Commercial Pumpers. sh Ghia ee 1000 00 


60 GPM at 800 PSI 
70 GPM at 600 PSI 
80 GPM at 400 PSI 
100 GPM at 200 PSI 





Capacity of Seagrave Auxiliary High Pressure 
Centrifugal from the water tank is as follows: 








THE SEAGRAVE CORPORATION 
Columbus, Ohio 
Bickle-Seagrave, Ltd., Woodstock, Ont. 










THE GREATEST NAME 
IN FIRE APPARATUS 
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ELKHART BRASS Mec. Co,,INC. 


ELKHART, INDIANA 





EDWARD H. HANSEN 


PRESIDENT 
Dear Friend: 


YOU WERE PATIENT! 


And we are sincere when we say: THANKS for bearing with us. It 

is gratifying to have customer friends, like you, who waited longer 
than seemed reasonable for shipment of your Select—0-Stream 

Mystery Nozzles. 


Here is what happened: Initially we thought that the Select-—O-Stream 
would more or less replace the regular Mystery Nozzle line. On the 
contrary . . . when Select-O0-Stream was introduced a sudden surge 

of interest and demand developed not only for Select—0-Stream but 

the regular Mystery Nozzle line as well. And, before we could 

obtain the necessary additional machines, tools, fixtures, castings, 
component parts and subcontracting to meet this unexpected trend, 

we found that days had become weeks and even months and deliveries 
were delayed. 


As a result we were "covered" for too long a period. No more! 
Today, production has caught up and we can make immediate shipment 
from stock on Select-0-Stream Nozzles as well as the standard 
Mystery Nozzle line in all standard threads. 


Again, to you who ordered and waited, our sincere thanks. 
Very truly yours, 
ELKHART BRASS MFG. CO., INC. 


Edward H. Hansen 
President 


EHH: vjw 


Write for literature 
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814 x 11 inches 
160 pages 
385 illustrations 


$ 320 
e 


pe r COpy 


Quantity prices on 
orders to one address: 
25 or more copies 


$2.45 each 
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INDUSTRIAL 
FIRE BRIGADES 


FRAPNING MANEAL 
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New Training Texts... 


on New Fire Fighting Techniques . . . 


with Many New Illustrations! 


Send in an order now for your copy 


of the 


Industrial Fire Brigades 
Training Manual 


A new (3rd) edition of the popular reference manual for training industrial fire brigades. 


This brand new edition is chock-full of new and vital information for every person 
concerned with the training of industrial fire brigade members. It was prepared un- 
der the sponsorship of the NFPA Committee on Firemen’s Training and has been re- 
viewed by members of the NFPA Industrial Committee. 


Up-to-the minute text and illustrations include new treatments of the use of fire 
extinguishers for all nine of the classes of special situations requiring first aid fire 
appliances. 


There is also a thorough explanation of the use of fog and spray streams in fire 
fighting; descriptions of proper use of sprinklers and hose streams; and treatment of 
ventilation and fire company work. 


Table of Contents 


Introduction: Organizing and Training a Plant Fire Brigade. 

Chapters: (1) Plant Fire Protection. (2) Fire Causes and Hazards. (3) Making Forcible En- 
try. (4) Handling Rope. (5) Using Fire Extinguishers. (6) Handling Ladders. (7) Handling 
Hose. (8) Producing Effective Fire Streams. (9) Salvage Practice. (10) Rescue Work and 
Emergency Equipment. (11) Care and Inspection of Plant Fire Brigade Equipment. (12) Fire 
Fighting. 


Use this convenient order form today! * 


FB-4-54 
National Fire Protection Association 
60 Batterymarch Street, Boston 10, Massachusetts 
Gentlemen: Please send. . copies of the Industrial Fire Brigades 


Training Manual to: 


Name. 

Address 

City or Town. a ee 
State. 

O Enclosed fine check or money order O Please send bill 
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This month’s cover (Wide World 
Cover Photo) shows conditions encountered 
by Buffalo, New York, fire fighters 
during the first general alarm fire in 
that city in 30 years. A report of 
the fire fighting experience begins on page 14. 

The Buffalo Fire Department gained some valuable 
experience from this major operation. Aerial ladders, 
high pressure mains and more than 30 pumpers were 
utilized on the fire grounds. What may be more in- 
teresting, however, is the fact that the Erie County 
Mutual Air Plan was put into operation efficiently and 
seven volunteer fire companies moved into covering 
assignments in Buffalo fire stations. 

Fortunately, while the general alarm fire was in 
process, only one other alarm was received in Fire 
Alarm Headquarters. One of the volunteer fire com- 
panies responded but the alarm proved to be false. 


Picture 


We have been very much em- 


c i ; ‘ ; 
— barrassed by publication of an 
‘ icle j > * O05 ise 7 
Siti article in the April, 1954, issue of 


“The Woman’s Home Companion” 
which credits the National Fire 
Protection Association with rating cities for fire pro- 
tection. The NFPA has never compared one city or 
one fire department with another because each city is 
an individual entity with its own problems and physi- 
cal features. 

We publish herewith a letter by General Manager 
Bugbee to Fire Chiefs mentioned in the article just 
referred to, but we want all fire department officers and 
members who may have seen or heard of the article in 
“The Woman’s Home Companion” to know that the 
alleged ratings of communities by the NFPA are en- 
tirely misleading and entirely unauthorized. 


March 17, 1954 
To Fire Chiefs of Cities Mentioned in the 
Article “Save Your Family from Fire”’ 
Appearing in the April 1954 issue of 
“Woman’s Home Companion”’: 
Gentlemen: 

Our attention has been called to the above-mentioned article 
which lists a considerable number of cities in the United States 
under the headings “Cities Rated Poor,’ ‘Cities Rated Fair,’’ 
and “Cities Rated Good.” The implication in the statement 
about this list is that it was furnished to the author by the Na- 
tional Fire Protection Association and that it is an expression of 
our opinion as to the fire fighting effectiveness of these com- 
munities. 

We want you to know that this Association does not make 
such ratings, had no knowledge of the article, and that the refer- 
enee to us is entirely misleading and unauthorized. We publish 
annually a fire record of cities as reported by municipal authori- 
ties in our April Quarterlies, but we say specifically each time in 
presenting this data that it is interesting data for those who want 
to determine fire experience trends within a particular city but 
that the per capita figures are not intended to be the basis of 
comparisons among different cities as such comparisons would 
be misleading. 

We regret that the article appeared in this way and have 
expressed our protest to ““Woman’s Home Companion.” 

Cordially yours, 
Percy BuGBEE, 
General Manager. 


Pages 18 and 19 of this issue contain 
a description of the recent fire which 
caused heavy damage in the forest 
iL er A area near Monrovia Peak, Cali- 

fornia. This should serve to remind 
readers that the coming months will once again bring 
the threat of devastation by fire of our forest and resort 
areas. 

To help encourage safe fire prevention practices in such 
areas the NFPA Forest Committee recently prepared 
NFPA Standard No. 224 — “Fire Prevention Stand- 
ards for Homes and Camps in Forested Areas.”’ The 
recommendations of this standard have been adopted 
by the United States Department of Interior as the 
minimum standards for construction and maintenance 
of all homes and camps within forested areas admin- 
istered by that Department. 

Copies of this standard may be obtained for 25 cents 
each from the NFPA Publications Department. 


orest Fire 


| eae | 


Prevention 
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Part of the crowd of FDIC guests who watched one of the buildings burn during a demonstration 
of water fog application. Note steam generated by fog from ladder pipe in front attic window. 


Fog lines at right are protecting wires and cables. Two 1'/-in., 100 gpm fog streams extinguished 
(All photos by Memphis Fire Department) . 


the fire on Ist and 2nd floors. 





Attack on dwelling fire with Select-O-Stream 
1%-in. “Mystery” nozzle. Fire controlled in 
seconds. 


Chief John C. Klinck makes Harry H. Wolff, Sec- 
retary, Western Actuarial Bureau, an honorary 
member of the Memphis Fire Department. 





Fire attacked with 2'-in. fog nozzles on each 
side using Select-O-Stream “Mystery” and 
Wornall nozzles. 


Blanketing fully involved dwelling fire with 


JN-200 Elkhart fog nozzle. Dwelling fires 
were started with gasoline-kerosene bombs. 


JN-200 Elkhart fog nozzle on salvage truck supplied by six 2'4-in. lines places 
water curtain between test fire and house at right which contained several thousand 
parakeets. 


Record Attendance 





at 26th FDIC 


TOTAL of 1,755 fire chiefs, 

drill masters, fire protection 
engineers and other members of the 
fire service attended the 26th Fire 
Department Instructors Conference 
at Memphis, Tennessee, February 
23-26. This was the highest total of 
registered guests in Conference his- 
tory. 

The renowned hospitality of the 
Memphis Fire Department was 
again demonstrated throughout the 
four-day meeting. Members not 
only provided transportation and 
guidance to Conference guests but 
also displayed their well-known 
‘atering skill when they served 
more than 1000 persons during each 
day’s luncheon. 

Richard E. Vernor, Manager, Fire 
Prevention Department, Western 
Actuarial Bureau and Chairman, 
NFPA Board of Directors, was 
Chairman of the Conference. The 
City of Memphis gave its official 
welcome through Host Fire Chief 
John C. Klinck; Mayor Frank T. 
Tobey; Vice-Mayor and Fire and 
Police Commissioner Claud A. Ar- 
mour; Memphis Chamber of Com- 
merce President Col. Roane War- 
ing; W. P. Johnson, President of the 
Memphis-Shelby Council of City 
Clubs and Virgil D. Johnson, Presi- 
dent of the Memphis Junior Cham- 
ber of Commerce. 

Space does not permit listing of 
the 110 members of the fire service 
who participated in the fast-moving 
4-day program. However, guests 
saw and heard a large variety of 
presentations from panel discussions 
to demonstrations of training evolu- 
tions and application of water fog in 
actual fire tests. 

On Wednesday afternoon train- 
ing evolutions at the Memphis Drill 
Tower under the direction of Joseph 
I. Fetters, Chairman of NFPA Com- 
mittee on Firemen’s Training, and 
Warren Y. Kimball, Manager, 
NFPA Fire Services Department. 

Other highlights of the Confer- 
ence included addresses by NFPA 
General Manager Percy Bugbee and 
Chief Henry G. Thomas, Hartford, 
Connecticut, President of the Inter- 
national Association of Fire Chiefs. 






















































Easily Handled 
14-inch 
Hose Roll 


MONG the interesting demon- 

strations at the Memphis train- 
ing tower during the recent Fire 
Department Instructors Conference 
was a useful means of handling 
1\%-in. hose. The self-locking roll 
was developed by Keith Royer and 


SELF-LOCKING 1'21w. HOSE ROLL 


Step 1. 
Lay hose same as for 
double donut roll. 


a Step 2. 
Cross right side over 
left side about one 
step from bend in 
hose. 





Adjust cross and loop 
for a neat roll start, 
and roll. 


Step 6. 

When roll comes to 
couplings, pick 
couplings up and 
place on top of roll. 
Adjust loops, one 
shorter than other, 
slip long loop thru 
short loop just be- 
hind couplings and 








_ as a x snug down. 
Floyd W. Nelson, Firemanship In- 


structors of the Engineering Exten- 
sion Service, Iowa State College. 

With minor variations the self- 
locking hose roll illustrated on this 
page can be used to good advantage 
in loading, carrying and advancing 
1\%-in. lines. One man can carry : 
150 feet of the hose without drag- Step 4 

‘ ‘ . ‘ ‘ Bring forward part of 
ging it. As illustrated in the picture loop back to cross. 
below, the man carrying the hose Keep both loops about 
can insert his arm through one roll aiownestncsnindn 
loop, grasp the loop of the second 
roll, then in one motion all three 
rolls can be removed from the truck. 
The last roll, known as No. 1, is ar- 
ranged so that it will “pay out” 
away from the truck. 

Another advantage of carrying 
the rolls in this manner is that the 
hose man can have one hand free for 
opening doors or climbing ladders. 
As he reaches the end of the first 
roll he drops the second and con- 
tinues to his objective until the full 
length of line is extended and ready For trucks with divided hose beds this type of load takes up small space and the line is easy to 


for action. advance. The same type of rolls are used as with the running board box and might also be 
adapted for use in side compartments by stacking the rolls vertically. 


Step. 3. 

Grasp cross with hand, 
throw loop forward, 
toward couplings. 


Step 7 

Slip arm thru long 
loop and adjust on 
shoulder for com- 
fortable carry. 








Keith Royer (left) and Floyd W. Nelson 
demonstrate their 1'-in. donut hose load on 
the training grounds at the FDIC. Note how 





one loop of a roll is placed on the shoulder For older trucks without divided bodies or provisions for carrying 1'-in. hose, a small box on the 
while the hand grasps the loop of the second runiing board will hold 150 feet of preconnected hose. In this adaptation a plain double donut 
roll. The roll on the left, called “No. 1" is ar- roll is used with the female coupling connected to the pump and the male end to roll No. 2. The 
ranged so that when it is pulled off it will roll No. 2 roll is a self-locking roll with a short loop and is attached to roll No. 3 which has a longer 


away from the truck. loop and the nozzle attached, 
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58th Annual 
terest to fire 


THER than money, what is the 
most important problem con- 
fronting your fire department? 

Chances are that it will be an- 
alyzed or discussed by leading 
authorities of the fire service during 
the 58th Annual Meeting of the 
National Fire Protection Associa- 
tion. The 5-day meeting will be 
held at the Hotel Statler, Washing- 
ton, D. C., May 17-21. All readers 
of FrremMEN, NFPA members, fire 
department personnel and others 
interested in fire protection and fire 
control are invited to attend. 

Want to see a large number of 
fire companies responding to fires 
under simulated wartime disaster 
conditions? If so, be sure to attend 
the spectacular demonstration of 
fire fighting and teamwork sched- 
uled for Tuesday evening, May 18. 
Guests of the NFPA Annual Meet- 
ing will be transported to the Na- 
tional Training Center of the Fed- 
eral Civil Defense Administration 
in Olney, Maryland. There actual 
fires will be started in various build- 
ings of the “rescue street’? and ap- 
proximately 30 Maryland fire com- 
panies will launch a coordinated 
attack to demonstrate fire fighting 
and rescue procedures. 

Those who have witnessed this 
demonstration on previous occa- 
sions state that it is one of the finest 
exhibitions of multiple fire company 
response and operation. 


H' JW is the fire prevention pro- 

gram of your fire department? 
On Wednesday morning, May 19, 
an entire session of the NFPA meet- 
ing will be devoted to a “fire pre- 
vention promotion workshop.” Top 
authorities who have analyzed 
methods of influencing the public 
will describe techniques which may 
be applied successfully to fire pre- 
vention campaigns. Fire depart- 
ment personnel should be particu- 
larly interested in the discussion of 
new ideas and applications of fire 
prevention promotion. 

Some of the featured speakers in 
this session include: Dr. Gordon L. 
Lippitt, one of the top social scien- 
tists in the U.S., who will speak 
on “Fire As a Social Problem’’; 
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Stuart Peabody, of the Borden Com- 


Come to Washington, D. C. — May P7«Zti 


Meeting of NFPA will feature topics of particular in- 
department personnel including volunteer fire fighters. 


pany, and now Chairman of the 
Advertising Council, who will dis- 
cuss “Adapting Successful Adver- 
tising Techniques to Fire Preven- 
tion’; and Herbert Swope, Jr., 
Producer-Director of NBC Tele- 
vision, who will analyze “The Role 
of Television in Mass Education!” 

A panel discussion in this morning 
session will cover “Turning Out the 
Town for Fire Prevention.” This 
will be followed by an address by 
Chief “Bev’’ Wade of the Kent- 
ville, Nova Scotia, Fire Depart- 
ment who will describe the tech- 
niques his fire department used in 
winning the NFPA Fire Prevention 
Week Contest two years in suc- 
cession. 


T 8:15 p.m. Thursday evening 

there will be an informal “Vol- 
unteer Firemen’s Forum’’ presided 
over by Robert C. Byrus, Director, 
Fire Service Extension, University 
of Maryland. The program has been 
prepared especially for fire depart- 
ment members who serve in com- 
munities and states near the District 
of Columbia. Speakers will include 
Chief Henry Thomas, President, 
International Association of Fire 
Chiefs, and other authorities of the 
fire service. There will also be a 
panel discussion during which guests 
of the meeting may question the 
panel participants. 


DETAILED tentative program 

for the entire Annual Meeting 
will appear in the May issue of 
FIREMEN. In general, the 5-day 
meeting will open at 10:00 a.m. on 
Monday, May 17, with open meet- 
ings of the FirtE MARSHALS’ Skc- 
rion and the AvIATION SEMINAR. 
The First GENERAL Session will 
begin Monday afternoon at 2:15 
P.M. 

Tuesday will begin with a meet- 
ing of the AvIATION SEMINAR and a 
session on MATERALS HANDLNG 
AND SroraGre. The Tuesday after- 
noon session will cover FrrE PRros- 
LEMS OF Hazarpous MATERIALS, 
including discussion of flammable 
liquids, chemicals, LP gases, anes- 
thetic gases, petroleum storage, 


finishing processes and other im- 
portant fire protection topics. At 
8:15 p.m. on Tuesday evening there 
will be a movie program which will 
include a selection of new films on 
fire subjects and a fire magic demon- 
stration called “Play for Your Life.” 


N ADDITION to the “fire pre- 

vention program workshop” on 
Wednesday morning there will be 
another session beginning at 9:30 
A.M. which will cover Fire Derec- 
TION AND EXTINGUISHMENT, in- 
cluding discussions of fire detection 
and alarm systems, fire extinguishers 
and extinguishing methods, fusible 
metals in fire protection, evaluation 
and testing of water spray nozzles, 
sprinkler systems and halogenated 
extinguishing agents. 

Special tours have been arranged 
for guests of the Annual Meeting 
on Wednesday afternoon, May 19. 
Trips already scheduled include a 
visit to U.S. Army Research and 
Development Laboratories, Ft. Bel- 
voir, Virginia; a tour of the facili- 
ties of the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation; and a Potomac River 
cruise on the fireboat “Wm. T. 
Belt.”’ 

Thursday will begin with simul- 
taneous sessions on BUILDINGS, 
CONTENTS AND FIRE Sarety, and 
INDUSTRIAL FIRE ProsieMs. Both 
sessions will begin at 9:30 a.m. The 
first-named session will cover build- 
ing construction, protection of piers 
and wharves, safety to life, prob- 
lems of fire areas, built-up roofing, 
and controlling electrical hazards. 

The INpusTRIAL Session will 
continue for the full day and will 
cover topics of particular import- 
ance to persons responsible for fire 
protection of industrial properties. 

The session on Frre Servicr 
PROBLEMS AND ACTIVITIES will pre- 
sent many topics of interest to fire 
fighters, including discussions of fire 
apparatus and equipment, efficient 
departmental organization, forest 
fire control and current problems of 
the fire service. 

The 58th NFPA Annual Meeting 
is scheduled to end Friday, May 21, 
about 1:00 p.m. after the final GEN- 
ERAL SESSION. 
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Fog curtains discharged from ladder pipes supplied by 3-in. riser on underside of aerial ladder. 





Benton Harbor Develops a Water Tower 


MEMBERS of the Benton Harbor, Michigan, Fire 

Department under Chief Maurice Shepherdson 
have developed a water tower by attaching aluminum 
tubing to the underside of a steel aerial ladder. This 
provides a permanent installation which permits the 
ladder pipe to be put into service in a matter of seconds. 
A 36-ft. length of aluminum pipe was used. This costs 
41 cents per foot, as compared to better than $2.00 per 
foot for large, high-pressure hose and is considered less 
subject to damage on the fire ground. The installation 
was tested at pressures up to 250 lbs. per square inch. 
Two siamesed lines readily supplied 600 gpm to a 
11%-in. tip. Fog or foam nozzles can be supplied by the 


Master Mechanic Ralph 
Moore (pointing) and 
Fireman Frank Bastedo 
(left) and Captain James 
Stevens developed the 
tower device. 











pipe for blanketing tank car and tank truck fires. The 
elevation of the nozzle at about 45 ft. above the ground 
makes possible an effective heavy stream attack into 
4th and 5th floor windows. 
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4-in. aluminum agricultural pipe was used in making riser for ladder 
pipe. A two-way siamese was placed at the base of the ladder. 





HARLES A. DELANEY, Chief of the Lakewood, 

Ohio, Fire Department, died on March 20 after 
returning from a fire. In a distinguished fire service 
career he had been secretary of the Great Lakes Division 
of the International Association of Fire Chiefs and was 
President of the IAFC during 1946. He also was a 
member of the NFPA for many years. 
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Buffalo’s 
Biggest 
Battle! 


By Paul R. Lyons 
Associate Editor of FIREMEN 


ITHIN one hour and 45 min- 

utes, on March 8, the entire 
Buffalo, New York, Fire Depart- 
ment was mobilized for its biggest 
fire battle in 30 years. Volunteer 
fire companies from surrounding 
communities responded on _ pre- 
arranged mutual aid assignments. 
More than 500 members of the 
Buffalo Fire Department and 200 
auxiliary fire fighters participated 
in the 12-hour fire combat. 

The fire caused an _ estimated 
$400,000 loss in a 10-story ware- 
house on Van Rensselaer Street 
near Seneca Street about one-half 
mile east of Buffalo’s congested 
high value district. Before control 
was established 32 engine com- 
panies, 12 ladder companies and 2 
high pressure units had been placed 
into action. In addition, volunteer 
fire companies from seven outlying 
communities moved their apparatus 
on covering assignments. 

The 100 x 200-ft., 10-story re- 
inforced concrete  brick-covered 
warehouse was completely sprink- 
lered with a dry pipe sprinkler sys- 
tem on the first floor and wet pipe 
systems protecting the upper nine 
floors. Water was supplied to the 


sprinklers by a 50,000-gallon tank 
on the roof of the building and two 
city water mains. 
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Here's what Buffalo fire fighters had to cope with in their biggest fire battle. Twelve of the 
Department's 15 aerial ladder trucks were brought into the fire fighting, together with two 
high pressure units. Ladder pipes had 1'%-in. tips and high pressure pipes had 1%-in. tips so 
that 1000 to 2000 gpm were being directed on the fire from each of the 13 heavy stream de- 
vices, in addition to twenty-seven 2'-in. hand lines and siamesed lines to turret guns. 


The warehouse was heavily 
stocked with waste fibre and paper, 
foam rubber, and furniture. The 
3rd, 7th and 8th floors in particular 
had large quantities of foam rubber 
material to be used principally for 
upholstery. The 10th floor of the 
building was packed with baled 
waste paper products. 


UST before the fire started 

workers were reinforcing a por- 
tion of the 4th floor with steel I- 
beams to support some laundry 
equipment which was to be in- 
stalled. Two 4- x 4-ft. openings had 
been cut in the concrete floor and 
through the ceiling of the 3rd floor. 
While the work was in process this 
opening was covered by a piece of 
tar paper. Two bays of sprinkler 
heads on the 3rd floor had been dis- 
connected and the entire sprinkler 
system on the 4th floor had been 
shut off. 

In addition to this floor opening 
there were 3 laundry chutes which 
carried waste materials from the 
5th to the 3rd floor. There were 
large unpartitioned areas and many 
horizontal and vertical openings 
throughout the other floors. 

While a workman was welding 
one of the I-beams, sparks ignited 


(Left) Buffalo's Commissioner of Fire Charles 
W. Halloran (right) and Deputy Commissioner 
Edward L. Gavin. 


the tar paper which fell to com- 
bustible material on the 3rd floor. 
He attempted to put out the fire 
with a nearby extinguisher but 
found it empty. He ran to the third 
floor and used two other extin- 
guishers but intense smoke pre- 
vented him from getting close 
enough for effective action. In the 
meantime another workman had 
pulled a fire alarm at 1:36 P.M. 
from Box 1141. 


VERY first-alarm response in 

Buffalo includes 3 engine and 2 
truck companies and 2 battalion 
chiefs. In this instance the first 
units to respond to the warehouse 
were Engine Companies 32, 5, and 
3, and Ladder Companies 5 and 3 
of the 6th Battalion, headed by 
Battalion Chief Thomas McMann. 
Battalion Chief Leo Sullivan also 
responded to this alarm. 

When these fire companies ar- 
rived a quantity of foam rubber on 
the third floor had become in- 
volved and was emitting dense 
black smoke, so a second alarm was 
transmitted at 1:39 p.m. 

All second alarm fires in Buffalo 
require the response of a deputy 
fire commissioner. However, when 
this alarm was received, Commis- 
sioner of Fire Charles W. Halloran, 
who heads the Buffalo Fire Depart- 
ment, also responded with Deputy 





Commissioner Edward W. Gavin. 

Despite the smoke on the third 
floor an attack with two 2)%-in. 
lines appeared to be successful, 
since the sprinkler system on the 
third floor had operated and to 
some extent was controlling the fire. 
However, for some reason, this 
sprinkler system was shut off before 
the fire was completely extinguished. 
Almost immediately there was a 
series of “puffs” and all of the foam 
rubber became involved in flames, 
forcing fire fighters to the windows. 

Commissioner Halloran imme- 
diately ordered ladder trucks into 
position to rescue the fire fighters 
and four workmen who were trapped 
on the 3rd floor. Hand lines and 
the first ladder pipes were put into 
operation. 

While the large supply of foam 
rubber on the third floor was highly 
combustible, damage might have 
been confined to that floor except 
for the 4-ft. square openings where 
the fire started, and the 3 laundry 
chutes 2 ft. in diameter which ex- 
tended from the 3rd floor to the 5th 
floor. Through these and other 
vertical openings and because of 
large unpartioned areas on each 
floor, fire spread rapidly through the 
entire building. 


HE second alarm response by 

the Buffalo fire department also 
included 3 engine companies and 
2 ladder companies. At 2:18 P.M. 
Commissioner Halloran struck a 
third alarm which brought 4 addi- 
tional engine companies and an- 
other ladder company. For almost 
an hour the manpower and appara- 
tus supplied by these alarm re- 
sponses appeared to be sufficient, 
despite the heavy involvement of 
the building. However, a 26 mph 
wind was blowing and threatened 
the 10-story Larkin building and 
the 8-story Seneca Warehouse 
which were closely exposed on the 
east and north sides respectively, 
of the Bison warehouse. While 
many of the heavy streams and 
ladder pipes were concentrated on 
the lower floors of the involved 
building, a large amount of fire 
streams were concentrated on pro- 
tecting these exposures. 

Once the fire spread above the 
4th floor Commissioner Halloran 
realized that the fire would neces- 
sitate a general alarm response. A 
ith alarm response of 4 engine com- 








(Right) Scene during the early stages of 
the fire shortly after foam rubber on the 
third floor had become involved, necessitating 
ladder rescues of fire fighters and warehouse 
personnel. The large quantity and distribu- 
tion of combustible stock on all floors of the 
warehouse prevented successful application of 
even the heaviest ladder pipe streams. 
Siamese connection for supplying sprinkler 
system is behind piled concrete blocks at 
lower right. 


panies and a ladder company was 
requested at 3:13 p.m., and then at 
3:20 p.m. a general alarm. At 
3:40 p.m. a special signal ‘5-5-5-5” 
brought in all off-duty personnel. 

When this alarm was received at 
fire alarm headquarters, Superin- 
tendent of Fire Alarm Telegraph 
Leo H. O’Hara and his two assist- 
ants immediately put a prepared 
mutual aid plan into operation. 

In Erie County some 95 fire de- 
partments and volunteer fire com- 
panies operate on a mutual aid 
plan with Buffalo as the control 
headquarters. More than 200 pieces 
of fire apparatus are available in 
the county. 


HE first call for mutual aid 

assistance from Buffalo alerts 10 
volunteer fire companies in nearby 
municipalities. In this instance 7 
fire companies were requested for 
covering assignments: Seneca Hose, 
Kenmore, Doyle, Elwood, Eggerst- 
ville, Pinehill and Kenilworth Vol- 
unteer Fire Companies were alerted 
by telephone from the Buffalo fire 
alarm headquarters at 3:42 P.M. 
The Snyder, Cleveland Hill, and 


























Union Volunteer Fire Companies 
were also alerted on a standby basis. 

Beginning at 3:42 the volunteer 
fire companies began to move in on 
covering assignments and by 3:52 
all of Buffalo’s outlying stations had 


been covered. Despite a general 
alarm response Buffalo still re- 
tained 3 engine companies and 3 
truck companies in quarters. In 
addition there were eight 1000 gpm 
pumpers, 5 aerial ladders and a 
service truck kept in reserve. 

At 3:46 P.M. an alarm was trans- 
mitted requesting Civil Defense 
personnel and auxiliary fire fighters 
responded to man the reserve ap- 
paratus. There are twenty new 
750 gpm pumpers available in Erie 
County. These were purchased 


(Below) Buffalo fire fighters made a commendable stop in protecting the closely exposed 10- 
story Larkin building on Van Rensselaer Street. While heavy streams from high pressure units 
and ladder pipes were directed to form a water curtain between the two buidings, fire fighters 
opened all sprinkler heads on the exposed side of the Larkin building while pumpers supplied 


water to the sprinkler connection. 

















































through Civil Defense appropri- 
ations. During the warehouse fire, 
these pumpers were fully manned 
but. kept in reserve. 

Some conception of the size of the 
fire and further details of fire fight- 
ing will be found in the pictures and 
captions on these pages. The tre- 
mendous amount of waste material 
stacked throughout the building 
prevented the effective application 
of hose streams, and despite the ex- 
tensive use of ladder pipes and high 
pressure streams the fire spread 
completely out of control through- 
out the building. 

It was evident that the sprinklers 
operated on several floors of the 
building. However, because of the 
closed sprinkler valve on the 4th 
floor lack of water protection in this 
area allowed the fire to gain tre- 
mendous headway. Another factor 
which hampered sprinkler protec- 
tion was the blocking of the fire 
department connection to the 
sprinkler supply. At the time of the 
fire, repairs were being made outside 
of the building, and the fire depart- 
ment sprinkler connection, which 
was hidden by an air compressor and 
a pile of concrete blocks was re- 
ported as disconnected. These cir- 
cumstances prevented fire fighters 
from pumping to the sprinkler con- 
nection in the vital early stages of 
the fire. 

The Buffalo fire department made 
good use of its ladder pipes, par- 
ticularly in the protection of ex- 
posures. In the department there 
are seven 100-ft. aerial ladders, five 
75-ft. aerials, two 85-ft. aerials, and 
a 65-ft. aerial ladder. In ladder 
pipe operation two 21-in. lines are 
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Final stages of fire combat as intense heat involves baled waste paper on 10th floor of ware- 
house. Despite complete destruction of contents the structural members of the building appeared 
in fair condition when the fire was extinguished. Spalling was evident in the wall at upper right 
of this picture but reinforced concrete floors and supports appeared sound. 


connected to a siamese at the base 
of the ladder, and nozzle pressure 
is maintained at 60 to 80 Ibs. 

In this instance Buffalo mobilized 
12 of the aerials, most of which were 
massed on the north and east sides 
of the involved building for pro- 
tection of the 8- and 10-story ex- 
posures. 

The 10-story Larkin Building 
was on the east side of the ware- 
house on Van Rensselaer St., which 
was approximately 60 ft. wide. 
Three metal covered passageways 
connected the two buildings. The 
interiors of the passageways were 
protected by fire doors but intense 
heat caused one of them to sag on 
top of the lowest passageway. 
When the warehouse became fully 
involved, the upper stories of the 
Larkin Building became charred 
from heat and flames. In establish- 
ing water curtain protection for 
this building, Buffalo fire fighters 
knocked open the end sprinklers on 
every floor. This action was credited 
as a considerable factor in minimiz- 
ing the damage to the closely ex- 
posed Larkin Building. While 
water damage in this building was 
estimated at $20,000, fire damage 
was limited to the upper floor. 

On top of the Larkin Building 
was a radio antenna, 462 feet high, 
which was used by the Erie Railroad 
for communication. While this an- 
tenna was severely exposed to the 


(Left) Fire doors in these metal covered 
passageways helped to prevent fire spread 
to the 10-story Larkin Building. 


heat, and flames of the warehouse 
fire, the only damage was a burned 
cable which interrupted radio trans- 
mitting activities by the railroad 
despatchers and crews. 


T Buffalo fire alarm head- 

quarters a tape recording was 
made of all alarms and radio com- 
munications which occurred during 
this general alarm turnout. Super- 
intendent O’Hara’s crew was en- 
larged to six men during the two 
hours of heaviest communication, 
but perhaps the outstanding char- 
acteristic of the tape recording is 
the calm level pitch of the voices. 
The casual listener might be be- 
guiled into thinking that Buffalo 
had participated in this routine 
dozens of times. The recording pro- 
vides an excellent recapitulation of 
action during the turnout and 
should be helpful to the Buffalo Fire 
Department as a training aid. 
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Portland Fire Conference 

ARGE-SCALE, ‘“‘wartime’’ fire 

fighting will be studied in Port- 
land, Oregon, on April 22 and 23 
during an 8-state conference for 
senior fire officers. 

Fire problems which occurred in 
England, Germany and Japan dur- 
ing World War II will be studied as 
a guide to civil defense planning on 
the West Coast. The conference is 
open to senior fire officers from all 
cities in Washington, Oregon, Cali- 
fornia, Utah, Arizona, Nevada, 
Montana, and Idaho. 


Rhode Island Firemen Stage Rescue Drill 


IRE companies and rescue squads from five Rhode 

Island municipalities tested their ability to carry out 
a coordinated rescue operation by staging a disaster in 
an abandoned “mansion” in Lymansville, in the Town 
of North Providence. The test, sponsored by the Ly- 
mansville Fire Company, was “pulled” on the evening 
of February 25th with 150 volunteer and professional 
rescue workers participating. State observers on the 
scene included Chief Charles Quinn, Chairman, Rescue 
and Disaster Unit of the Governor’s Fire Conference, 
Deputy State Fire Marshal Thomas McHugh, Dr. 
William McDonnell of the Rhode Island Medical So- 
ciety, and Thomas C. McCormick, North Providence 
CD director. 

The drill was given no advance publicity and the first 
notice of an incident was the sounding of fire alarm box 
532 at 7:29 P.M. 


The log of calls follows: 


Ist Call 7:29 p.m. Time of Ist Box Alarm Box 532 
7:31 p.m. Lymansville Pump and Ambulance on scene 
7:33 p.m. Fruit Hill Pump on scene 
7:35 p.m. Centerdale Ladder on scene 


2nd Call 7:37 p.m. Second call for help called in by Chief 
Payette on Box 532 
7:40 p.m. Fruit Hill rescue on scene 
7:48 p.m. Graniteville rescue and pump on scene 
7:50 p.m. Georgeville ladder and ambulance on scene 


3rd Call 7:56 p.m. Third call for help called in by Chief Payette 
on Box 532 
8:03 p.m. Providence Rescue on scene 
8:07 p.m. Harmony Rescue on scene 
8:17 p.m. Fruit Hill Rescue left for hospital 
8:19 p.m. Lymansville ambulance left for hospital 
8:25 p.m. Georgeville ambulance left for hospital 
8:28 p.m. Graniteville Rescue left for hospital. 
8:43 p.m. Last man evacuated from building 


Companies responding found that 19 “victims” of an 
imaginary explosion had been planted throughout the 
old abandoned “Bruell mansion.’ All were members of 
participating units who had been placed under the di- 
rection of Captain Stevens Fricker of the Providence 
Emergency Aid Corps. The problem involved treat- 
ment, removal and transportation of an undetermined 
number of casualties. Each victim was tagged to indi- 
cate the type of injury requiring first aid on the scene. 

A police detail consisting of 13 regular and special 
officers and 13 members of the North Providence Police 
Reserve, all under the direction of Captain Joseph 
Bonaventora blocked off every street leading to the 
area of the simulated disaster. 

The entire rescue exercise was under the command 
of Chief Wilfred Payette of Lymansville assisted by 
Captain Robert Thirkelson of the ambulance squad and 
Deputy Chief Thomas Buco and Captain Anthony 
Caccia. 

By 8:43 p.m. a little more than an hour after the first 
alarm was sounded, all 19 live “victims” had been given 
first aid and removed from the building and were on 
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Providence Journal-Bulletin photo 


Lowering a ‘‘victim” on stretcher using life lines. 


their way in ambulances to the field hospital set up at 
the Lymansville fire station. 

Among those assisting in the direction of the drill 
were Lt. Albert Brodeur of Providence Rescue Unit 2, 
Georgiaville Fire Chief Milton Cory, Capt Kenneth 
Aust of the Graniteville Rescue Squad, Fruit Hill Fire, 
Chief Joseph T. Morrissey, Capt. John Varone of the 
Fruit Hill rescue unit, Centredale Fire Chief John P. 
Murphy, Chief Perey Annear of the Providence Emer- 
gency Aid Corps and Capt. Robert Claflin of the 
Harmony rescue squad. 


ann Drees =_--cceeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


Telegram from Puerto Rico 


OPIES of this self-explanatory telegram were re- 

ceived in March by NFPA General Manager Percy 
Bugbee and Chief Henry G. Thomas, President, Inter- 
national Association of Fire Chiefs. 


As Fire Cuier or Purerto Rico, I WANT TO ASSURE THE FIRE 
CHIEFS OF EVERY CITY AND TOWN OF THE UNITED STATES THAT 


THE IMMENSE MAJORITY OF THE PEOPLE OF PuEerRTO RIco ARE IN- 


DIGNANT AT THE UNBELIEVABLE AND CRIMINAL AGGRESSION OF 
WHICH MEMBERS OF THE UNITED StaTES CONGRESS HAVE BEEN 
victims. THIS CRIMINAL ATTEMPT HAS BEEN PERPETRATED BY 
LUNATICS INTERESTED ONLY IN DESECRATION TO THE WILL OF THE 
TWO AND ONE-HALF MILLION PuERTO RICANS AND THE LOVE THEY 
SHARE WITH THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES FOR THE CAUSE 
OF FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY. 

RAUL GANDARA, 

Fire Curer or Puerto Rico 
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Based upon information received from Harry D. Grace, Fire 
Control Officer, Angeles National Forest, Forest Service, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Los Angeles, California. 


IRE devastation of a forest or brush area emphasizes 
the immeasurable value of vegetation. When such 
areas are made barren we can appreciate how the brush 
and trees served to confine the soil and absorb water. 
For if heavy rains follow fires in such areas, lack of 
, vegetation, called ‘watershed,’ can result in tre- 
mendous property damage as floods and erosin ooccur. 
An example of this cycle of waste occurred in the 
Angeles National Forest in California. On December 
27, 1953, fire started in the forest area near Monrovia 
Peak (elevation 5,261 feet. See FirEMEN for February, 
1954). It was not controlled until eight days later and 
by then 14,135 acres of ground covering had been de- 
stroyed. Estimated damage to the “watershed” was 
$7,000,000. The total damage because of subsequent 
floods in this barren area was not realized until several 
weeks later. 


Fire burns in Bailey Canyon directly behind Passionist Fathers’ Monas- 
tery within city limits of Sierra Madre. Fire break on hillside on left 
of photo was used successfully to control west flank of fire. (Photo 
courtesy Department of County Forester and Fire Warden, Los Angeles 
County) 
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LEGEND 
National Forest Boundary A Improved Forest Camp 
———= Good Motor Road 2 Guard Station not permanently occupied 
= == Poor Motor Road  — « Transmission Line 
— — —Trail +++ Railroad 


Heavy line is perimeter of area destroyed by fire. Maltese cross at 
upper right of enclosed area indicates where fire started, then spread 
down to Monrovia and Sierra Madre. The multi-million dollar ob- 
servatory at Mt. Wilson was saved by good fire fighting. 


The Fire 

For 17 of the first 27 days of December the weather 
forecast for the Angeles National Forest area had pre- 
dicted “Santa Ana Conditions.” (This is a term used 
in California to describe high velocity northeast winds 
and very low humidity.) These conditions prevailed in 
the Forest for 5 days before December 27. 

During 1953 Los Angeles received only 4.07 inches of 
rain, the lowest recorded annual rainfall in its history. 
The last measurable rain prior to the fire occurred on 
December 4 when only .31 inches were recorded. 

The fire was believed to have started from a discarded 
cigarette or match in the area near Monrovia Peak. It 
moved rapidly through the dry timber area, aided by 
winds estimated at 50 to 70 mph, then burned down the 
slope of Monrovia Peak into the cities of Monrovia, 
Arcadia, and Sierra Madre. (See sketch.) The rapid 
spread necessitated the evacuation of 2,000 persons 
from their homes and camps in the area. A total of 36 
summer homes were destroyed and many others were 
threatened by the intense fire. 


Fire Fighting 


At least 1100 fire fighters combined efforts to gain 
control of this fire. Included were some 443 Indians 


los Angeles County fire fighters apply hose streams in the Arcadia 
area. (Photo courtesy Department of County Forester and Fire Warden, 
Los Angeles County) 


from tribes in New Mexico and Arizona, Los Angeles 
County Fire Department Juvenile Crews, California 
State Division of Forestry Inmate Crews, manpower 
from Mexican National Labor Centers at Irwindale and 
Ontario, members of various municipal fire departments 
and a number of volunteers. 

Trained Forest. Service personnel were brought in 
from 17 other National forests in California. Equip- 
ment was sent from municipal fire departments in the 
City of Los Angeles, Los Angeles County, Pasadena, 
Glendale, Sierra Madre, Monrovia, Ventura County 
and Kern County. Twenty-two Civil Defense pumpers 
were sent from municipalities as far north as San Luis 
Obispo and south to San Diego. Other equipment in- 
cluded 16 bulldozers, tractors, operators and trucks 
furnished by private construction companies. 

The California National Guard and transportation 
companies also helped to move men from northern Cali- 
fornia, Arizona and New Mexico areas to the Monrovia 
fire. About 1300 men were transported in 48 flights by 
commercial airlines. 


IRE headquarters was established in Arcadia where 

Harry D. Grace, Fire Control Officer of Angeles 
National Forest, directed operations. He was aided by 
three District Rangers, each of whom supervised a divi- 
sion of the fire area. First Assistant Chief Roland C. 
Percy, Los Angeles County Department of Forestry 
and Fire Warden was responsible for coordinating more 
than 60 pumping units furnished by municipal fire de- 
partments. More than 10 miles of hose were stretched 
in the foothill area of the fire and two of the hose lays 
were 7000 feet in length. 


Other Damage 

In addition to the $400,000 expended for salaries, 
transportation, food and equipment for fire fighters, 
it was estimated that this Monrovia Peak fire caused 
7 million dollars’ damage to watershed. Because of 
the loss of brush and trees, authorities also estimated 
that potential flood damage could exceed 50 million 
dollars, if a large amount of rain should fall. 
effort to minimize such a disaster, the U. 


In an 
S. Forest 


Service and Los Angeles County, on January 7, began 
reseeding 12,000 acres of the burned area, using a 
mixture of rye grass seed and mustard seed. With the 





Santa Anita Avenue in Arcadia shortly after the flood swept into the city. 
Mud reached window sills of some homes. (Pasadena Star News Photo) 









































A tanker crew successfully holds a fire on Barrett Canyon Truck Trail. 
The fire break provided by this road was a large factor in the pro- 
tection of 33 cabins in the area directly beneath the tank truck. (Photo 
courtesy Department of County Forester and Fire Warden, Los Angeles 
County) 


use of a helicopter and two airplanes 96 thousand 
pounds of seed were distributed within five days at an 
estimated ratio of 8 lbs. of seed per acre. While this 
seeding cost 20 thousand dollars, it was felt that the 
proper amount of rain would provide a substitute 
watershed which would reduce the amount of erosion 
and flood damage. 


Floods and Erosion 

Less than two weeks passed before the first heavy 
rains occurred on January 18-20. Within 12 hours 
cities and towns near the area received rainfalls varying 
from | inch to 3 inches. This tremendous downpour 
caused flood conditions in Sierra Madre and other 
communities in the vicinity of Monrovia. Thousands 
of cubic yards of mud, rocks and logs were moved 
with the flood waters into the streets and homes of 
the city, again necessitating mutual aid operations on 
a 24-hour basis. In some homes and streets below the 
canyon entrance mud was piled to a depth of 8 ft. 

After the initial stage of the storm, the total flood 
damage was estimated at | million dollars. 


Deputy Sheriff J. A. Booth examines a pickup truck which was buried 
in debris at Palmer Canyon after it had been swept a quarter-mile 
by the flood waters. (los Angeles Times Photo.) 


Storm water undermined this boulevard for one-half of block in Sierra 
Madre. (Pasadena Star News Photo) 
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(Left) Members 
of the Wyckoff Vol- 

unteer Fire Department on 
parade. Circle indicates Chief Sam 
Braen. While more than 60 men are in- 


cluded in this group, the three fire companies of 
the department are manned by about 110 fire fighters. 
(All photos by Richard Butler Turner of Wyckoff, New Jersey) 


Wyckoff, New Jersey, Volunteer Fire Department 


By Paul R. Lyons, Associate Editor of FIREMEN 


THE confident bearing of these 

marching fire fighters perhaps re- 
flects a sense of achievement. For, 
as members of the Wyckoff Vol- 
unteer Fire Department, they have 
developed a capable, 
fire fighting unit for the protection 
of their municipality. (Good leader- 
ship, a well-developed training pro- 
gram, and particular care of ap- 
paratus and equipment have brought 
this volunteer department to a high 
level of efficiency. 

Wyckoff is located north of Pat- 
erson, New Jersey, about halfway 
between that city and the southern 
border of New York State. It is a 
residential community with a popu- 
lation of about 7800. ‘There are 
some industrial buildings within 
municipal limits, but the fire depart- 
ment is primarily concerned with 
protecting dwellings, three schools, 
and similar residential occupancies. 


progressive 


(Below, left) Oldest station in Wyckoff houses Fire Company No. 1. 


The Wyckoff Volunteer Fire De- 
partment is headed by Chief Sam 
Braen, who was elected to that posi- 
tion in 1948. Since that time Chief 
Braen has directed his attention to 
acquiring the necessary apparatus 
and equipment, which, with proper 
training of personnel, would increase 
the fire protection standard of the 
community. As a result of these 
improvements in the department, 
and the adoption of the Fire Preven- 
tion and Building Codes of the Na- 
tional Board of Fire Underwriters, 
the insurance rating of the town has 
been raised from a Class G to a 
Class C grading. 

Chief Braen and Assistant Chiefs 
Ted Hayunga, Ed Murphy, and 
George Eder head the 110 active 
fire fighters who comprise the three 
fire companies. As the pictures show, 
there are three two-stall stations 
for the pumping apparatus. The 


ladder truck is kept in a single-stall 
station adjacent to a garage near 
the center of Wyckoff. 

The oldest of the fire stations is 
a wood frame structure which 
houses Fire Company No. 1. This 
building has been the headquarters 
for the Wyckoff Volunteer Fire De- 
partment since the 1890’s. The old 
alarm bell, an iron ring 4 feet in 
diameter, still hangs on a post out- 
side this station. Regular cleaning 
and painting have kept the bell well 
preserved. 

Now when an alarm is received 
the volunteers are notified by fire 
whistles at their stations. All fire 
fighters report to their company 
stations. In eachstation one pumper 
leaves as soon as a driver is avail- 
able. The other pumper is held un- 
til sufficient fire fighting personnel 
respond to man both pieces of 
apparatus. 


Apparatus includes (left) a 500 gpm Ahrens Fox pumper (which will be replaced 


with a 750 gpm Mack pumper May 10) and (right) a Dodge truck with a front-mounted 500 gpm Hale pump and a 500 gallon tank. It is 
equipped with breathing apparatus and rescue equipment. Note preconnected 1'/-in. lines and smoke ejectors. (Right) Fire Company No. 2 mans 
this 1952 Mack 500 gpm pumper (left) and (right) a Ford truck with a 500 gpm front-mount pump. This vehicle is used as a “brush wagon” during 
the dry seasons, and carries back-pack pumps, shovels and other equipment particularly useful for fighting brush and grass fires. 
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Truck Company No. 1 mans this 75-ft. wooden aerial ladder which is stationed in a garage near 


the center of Wyckoff. 


All apparatus is equipped with 
Motorola two-way radio so that the 
men arriving first at the fire scene 
can make a “size-up” and immedi- 
ately transmit an estimate of needed 
manpower and equipment. 


EMBERS of the department 
conduct three training sessions 

and one business meeting each 
month. Departmental training 
classes generally are under the direc- 
tion of Assistant Chief Ted Hay- 
unga, although most of the members 
have also participated in training 
courses at the Connecticut State 
Fire School in New Haven, and at 
the fire school conducted annually 
by the New York and New Jersey 
Volunteer Firemen’s Association. In 
addition, they assumed an active 
part in the construction of the new 
North Jersey Association Fire School 
located at Wayne Township, N. J. 
Of particular importance to the 
training and fire fighting operations 
of the department are the ‘‘post- 
mortems’’ conducted after every fire 
call. During these sessions opera- 
tional procedures are discussed and 





Fire Company No. 3 mans these two pumpers. 


corrected if necessary. Photographs 
of fireground action are taken by a 
member of the department during 
every fire and these help to supple- 
ment discussions during the ‘“post- 
mortems”’ and training sessions. 
The fire department members are 
conscious of the need for better fire 
prevention and perform three peri- 
odie inspections of commercial and 
industrial buildings yearly. 


When fires do occur, members | 


make their initial attack with pre- 
connected 1%-in. lines equipped 
with fog nozzles, and, if necessary, 
support this attack with heavier 
water application. The department 
favors front-mounted pumps and 
four pieces of apparatus have Hale 
500 gpm pumps mounted in this 
manner. 

Wyckoff fire fighters are particu- 
larly proud of the stations which 
house Fire Companies No. 2 and 3. 
These were constructed by members 
of the department. Each building 


has an apparatus room of ample 
size, a kitchen, and a well-furnished 
recreation and meeting room with 
knotty pine panelling. 


~ ~ . —_ Pry 


(Left) A Dodge truck with a 500 gpm front-mounted 


pump, pre-connected 1'-in. lines with a 800-gal. tank and (right) a Chevrolet truck with a front- 


mounted pump. 


EMERGENCIES 


CANT WALT! 


PENNIES FOR A WINDSHIELD 
INSIGNIA MAY SAVE 
DOLLARS IN DISASTER LOSSES 





N 


MASS 
aS Ever- Present, 
Positive 


IMPRINTED WITH YOUR OWN 
COMPANY NAME 
Attractively printed in Gold, Red, Black and White 


Hundreds of fire companies from Coast to 
Coast have equipped their members’ cars 
with quick windshield identification. In times of 
emergency they are an utmost need... when 
not on duty, they offer members a source of 
company pride and community esteem. 

insignias are applied by water to stay put 
for years. Colors remain bright because of all- 
lacquered finish. Do not hinder vision — only 
3% x 4% inches on outside dimensions. Can 
be placed on any window or opaque surface. 


ORDER NOW at these LOW C.O.D. 


PRICES 
15-49 S50ceach 100-149 30¢ each 
50-99 40c each 150 or more 25¢ each 


Also C.D. insignia, decorative fire truck 
scrollwork and many other decals avail- 
able. Send coupon below! 


DRS se ees 


P.O. Box 193 
WILLIAMSVILLE, N.Y 


Place “X" In One or More Boxes 

O Send me sample decal imprinted 
“Chief: Fire Department.” 10c enclosed for 
handling and postage. 

O Order with quantities and imprint in- 
formation is attached. 

O Send me new brochure with further 
information. 


ee ee ee 
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@ Tue Button Fire Enctne Works, 
FORERUNNER OF AMERICAN-LAFRANCE. 





Growing steadily... 


t 


C\ merican-LaFrance-Foamite Corporation had its beginning in 1834 when the 
Button Fire Engine Works was established to produce hand or horse drawn hand 
operated pumpers. That was before steam fire engines were built in America. 
In 1845 the Button Fire Engine Works began to build steam fire engines, one of 
the earliest manufacturers. The Button Fire Engine Works later became a part 


of American-LaFrance with all manufacturing at Elmira, New York. 
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The Standard of Excellence 
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RR EIMEON o 2- Snr oO ROE ELMIRA, NEW YORK, U.S.A. 


@ Tue AMERICAN-LAFRANCE 
FACTORY TODAY. 





the better to serve you. . 


(yy eneration after generation of expert craftsmen have contributed their skill 
and “know how” to build the world’s finest fire engines. The consistent depend- 
ability of American-LaFrance fire engines has earned the confidence of the fire 
service. This confidence has made possible the continuous growth of American- 
LaFrance. The original factory occupied 6 acres of land while today American- 


LaFrance operations require 24 acres for manufacture and testing. 
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AMERICAN-[AFRANCE-FOAMITE [ORPORATION 


JAFRANCE FIRE ENGINE» FOAMITE . [ TD. 


TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA 
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The Luvernational “Deluxe” Fire Truck 


One of a series of articles about modern fire apparatus available from various builders 





ERE is a “Deluxe” model “Luvernational’’ fire 

truck mounted on a Luverne special International 
chassis having 5-speed overdrive transmission and a 
12-volt electric system. This model is also furnished for 
mounting on any standard “‘2-ton”’ or larger truck. The 
truck in the photo carries a Luverne ‘Senior’ 500 gpm 
2-stage Class A centrifugal pump, which gives 400 gpm 
at 200 lbs. and provides 400 lbs. for the booster reels at 
well under 90 per cent of peak motor speed. 

The Luverne “Senior”? pump was designed for high 
efficiency through elimination of restricted waterways, 
reducing the number of gears in the transmission case, 
and use of a self-adjusting leakproof, friction-free, me- 
chanical seal, which rotates with the impeller shaft in- 
stead of stuffing boxes. 

An automatic primer controlled at the operator’s 
panel, turned on when taking draft, is left on through- 
out pumping. If the strainer is exposed during drafting 
the pump automatically primes with but a slight hesita- 
tion in the fire stream. 

The pressure regulator is energized by an oil filled 
line between a master cylinder in the pump discharge 
chamber and an adjustable governor between the 
carburetor and intake manifold. The procedure is 
similar to hydraulic brake operation. No water is used 
other than to exert pressure on the master cylinder, 
which is so located that it is equally effective when the 
pump is in series or parallel stage. The pressure regu- 
lator is put in or out of service by a control valve at the 
operator’s panel. Due to the sensitivity of this regulator, 
pressure fluctuation is slight even when a complete 
shut-off is made with pump operating at capacity. It 
also prevents a “kick-back” on other lines when one or 
two are shut off. 

Apparatus built by the Luverne Fire Apparatus Com- 
pany of Luverne, Minnesota, is in use in well over 500 
communities in the central west. Accordingly, we asked 
Assistant Manager Bob Leicher of Luverne to point 
out some of the features incorporated in their ‘“Deluxe”’ 
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model pumper to make an effective fire fighting unit. 
Bob Leicher writes, ‘simplicity of operation and main- 
tenance have been the keynote in designing the ‘Deluxe’ 
model pumper as it is a volunteer fireman’s fire truck.” 


(See pictures below, left to right.) 

(1) Pump operator’s panel valves and controls are 
clearly labeled including primer, pressure regulators, 
staging valve, quick release throttle, reel, tank fill, and 
booster intake controls, pre-connected 11%-in. line con- 
trol, heat exchanger, and drain valve. The instrument 
panel contains a pressure gage, tachometer and com- 
pound gage, and has indirect lighting in addition to a 
panel light located above the pump data plate. Valves 
and controls are enclosed in a heated cabinet. The ball- 
type discharge gate with locking handle has a reducing 
cap with both 244-in. and 11-in. thread. The suction 
inlet has both 214-in. and 4-in. thread, and a separate 
gated 214-in. inlet is on the opposite side. 

(2) The entire space between the truck body and 
frame is enclosed providing heated tool compartments. 
There is an enclosed luggage compartment 18 x 27 x 64 
in. over the pump with hinged cover opening from both 
sides. There are two compartments for 114-in. hose, 
one having a direct pump outlet, and a compartment 
for 24%-in. hose. There are also three large rear storage 
compartments. Mounted above the 500-gallon L-shaped 
booster tank are twin booster reels equipped with 
friction brake to prevent unrolling on the road or dur- 
ing pumping. Note that hose on near side comes off 
bottom of reel and from far side over top roller. 





ion 


THs photo shows a Luverne tanker which serves as 

a 1000-gallon water carrier for the pumper and can 
be used as a street flusher in small towns which cannot 
afford a separate unit. The tanker has a 200 gpm power 
take-off midship pump and a portable pump mounted 
at the rear with quick hitch connections. Either the 
midship or portable pump may be used when the truck 
is in motion. 





Fire Service Progress with FCDA | 


RECENT reshuffle of the ad- 
ministrative organization of the 


U.S. Federal Civil Defense Admin- | 


istration left its fire office so low on 
the administrative totem pole as to 
seriously impair its prestige and con- 
sequently its usefulness. This situa- 
tion received attention of many of 
the important fire organizations of 
the country. It was discussed at the 
recent Fire Department Instructors 
Conference and at meetings of the 
boards of directors of both the In- 
ternational Association of Fire 
Chiefs and the National Fire Pro- 
tection Association. (See FrREMEN 
for March, 1953.) 

Governor Val Peterson, FCDA 
Administrator, hastened to assure 
representatives of these bodies that 
no fire service slur was intended. To 
show his good will he invited the 
FCDA Fire Advisory Committee to 
meet with him personally. The re- 
sults of a meeting of this committee 
in Washington on March 16 were 
evidence of his intentions, which in- 
cluded instructions to his staff to 
effect a reorganization which would 
reflect a proper recognition of the 
importance of fire departments in 
civil defense. The exact reorganiza- 
tion will be reported as soon as pos- 


sible, but there is no question that a | 


satisfactory arrangement would be 
insisted on by Governor Peterson. 


The members of the FCDA Ad- | 


visory Committee who worked with 
Governor Peterson on this matter 
were Horatio Bond, Chief Engineer, 
National Fire Protection Associa- 
tion, E. C. Iverson, State Fire 
Marshal of Nebraska, John A. 
Neale, Chief Engineer, National 
Board of Fire Underwriters, George 
J. Richardson, Secretary, Interna- 
tional Association of Fire Fighters, 
Fred W. Shepperd, Editor, Fire 
Engineering Magazine, Henry G. 
Thomas, Chief of the Fire Depart- 
ment and Civil Defense Director, 
Hartford, Connecticut and Presi- 
dent, International Association of 
Fire Chiefs. Two other members of 
this committee lent their support 
although they could not attend the 
conference. These are John H. 
Alderson, Chief of the Fire Depart- 
ment, City of Los Angeles, and 
Richard E. Vernor, Manager of the 
Fire Prevention Department, West- 
ern Actuarial Bureau and Chairman 
of the NFPA Board of Directors. 
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FABRIC AND RUBBER IS “SHINGLED” TO 
DISTRIBUTE STRAIN 
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BEACON FALLS RUBBER FOOTWEAR 
BEACON FALLS, CONNECTICUT 
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Safety -- Service -- Dependability -- Ver- 
satility and Prestige are yours in the 


SSSA A AMAA, 


AMBULANCES 


ie fy, 


There is a Henney-Packard Ambulance to fit every 
ambulance need. The Henney Junior, illustrated at top 
of page, has proven its maneuverability and depend- 
ability with the armed forces throughout the world. 


The Henney Senior, illustrated at bottom, provides 
many exclusive features and extra spacious storage 
facilities for fire department and emergency squads 
that require larger ambulance equipment. 


DISTRIBUTORS: Henney New England Co., 377 Wilder St., Lowell, Mass. 


A. Geissel & Sons, 485 N. Third St., Philadelphia 23, Pa. 


HENNEY JUNIOR 


HENNEY SENIOR 





Write for full details on these important features— 


Wrap-around Rear Window 

Spacious Medicine Cabinet 

Convertible Bed-Type Seats 

Luxurious Driver's Compartment 

Largest Braking Area in Ambulance Field 


Specialists in installation of inhalators, radios, tele- 
phones, incubators and other life saving devices. 


Joseph B. Spitler, 733 Broad St., Montoursville, Pa. 


Coach & Equipment Sales Corp., 2 Main St., PennYan, N.Y. 


M. K. Davis, 1120 South Saunders St., Raleigh, N. C. 


HENNEY MOTOR 


co. 


INC. @ Freeport, Illinois 








The Body is Henney 
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The Chassis is Packard———The Combination is Exclusive 





only ONE 
fire pump 
has if... 


THE CLUTCH THAT CAN'T SLIP! 


PUMP OPERATING POWER TRAIN 








FEMALE FRICTION CLUTCH IMPELLER 


ENGINE FAN PULLEY 


FRICTION 
CLUTCH 


POSITIVE DRIVE CLUTCH JAWS 


Gear-driven centrifugal design . . . pressures to 400 pounds 


for high-pressure Super-Fog Guns or large straight streams. 


DIAGRAM — SIMPLIFIED TO SHOW BASIC 
PRINCIPLE OF POSITIVE DRIVE CLUTCH 







Pump disengaged 


“UG 


Pump brought 
to engine speed 
with 


ump operating at fire 


Power 







ORDINARY 
FRONT 
PUMP 


Friction drive only 
— may slip or burn 





Pump operating 


at engine speed 
riction first 2 » 


BARTON- 
AMERICAN 
TYPE UA 
FRONT 


PUMP 





Positive 
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That's right — you'll never stand helpless at a fire with a slip- 
ping or burned-out pump clutch — if you’re operating a Barton- 
American Type UA Front Mounted Pump! 


This clutch can’t slip, because it has an exclusive, positive inter- 
locking feature. The friction surfaces merely bring pump up to 
engine shaft speed. Then the interlock takes over . . . and you 
have unfailing positive drive. The only front pump that pro- 
vides this extra safety feature is the Barton-American Type UA! 


BETTER DESIGN GIVES BETTER PERFORMANCE 


Other superior features include well-designed, dependable frost- 
proof construction that adds extra summer cooling capacity too 
.. . rugged, top-quality pump construction . . . fully automatic, 
frost-proof, engine vacuum primer . . . convenient controls . . . 
and dual universal joint spline-shaft power take-off. 


These items, plus our exclusive Service Pump Plan are fully 
described in the Type UA Pump Bulletin. 


WRITE FOR YOUR COPY OF BULLETIN 8330-A. 






AMERICAN-MARSH PUMPS 


BATTLE CREEK MICHIGAN 


In Canada: 
American-Marsh Pumps (Canada) Ltd., Stratford, Ont. 
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FASTER FIRE EXTINGUISHING 


WITH 





McFARLAND 
WETTER WATER 
FIRE WAGONS 


DUGGAN 
PROPORTIONERS 


McFARLAND 
IN-LINE 
PROPORTIONERS 


THE 


| \ | X WETTER WATER 


2S Se Oe) 


UNOxX is the unexcelled penetrant for making wet water, 
which fire chiefs, fire fighting and safety engineers say 
is the greatest fire extinguishing improvement of the 


decade for Class A and B fires. 


UNOX gives plain water a spreading, penetrating and 
emulsifying action that sends it straight to the heart of 
the fire . . . puts it out and keeps it out. 


Wet Water puts fires out 3 to 4 times faster, with only 
VY; or Y% the amount of plain water required. 


UNOX is Underwriters’ approved. Get the full story 
of UNOX from your nearest dealer or write us for 
complete information about wetter water fire fighting, 
including results of actual fire extinguishing tests. 


UNOX COMPANY 


4630 ROBERTS ST. © HOUSTON 3, TEXAS 
A Division of McFARLAND MANUFACTURING CORPORATION 






















We manufacture both rubber and fabric fire coats. 
In our vast selection of materials you will find the 
type of fabric exactly suited to your climate and 
needs. For complete information on our full line of 
firemen’s protective clothing, see your Midwestern 
dealer. A letter to the factory will also bring you 
literature and material samples for your inspection. 


Symbol of 


Quality -Service- Protection 
for the modern firefighter 


The famous Midwestern Manufacturing Company 
trademark is your guide to the finest protective 
clothing that money can buy — garments that are 
specifically designed to help safeguard your men’s 
life on every run — enable them to use their equip- 
ment to the fullest advantage. 


* Exclusive Safety Features F 

* Tailored for Comfort 

* Softer, More Pliable Materials 
* Made of Natural Rubber 


MIDWESTERN MFG. CO., Mackinaw, Illinois 





Manufacturers of the Famous MACKINAW Coats 
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Dates to Remember 


Alabama: The 18th Annual Alabama 
State Fire College will be held at Uni- 
versity, May 3-7. Write to Director M. O. 
Hulsey, State Supervisor of Trade and In- 
dustrial Education, P. O. Box 1813, Uni- 
versity, Alabama. 

Arkansas: The Arkansas Teacher- 
Training Conference will be held at Little 
Rock, March 15-17. Write to W. A. 
Turner and Whit Murphy, State Fire In- 
structors, State Education Building, Little 
Rock, Arkansas. 


Colorado: The Colorado State Fire 
School and Convention will be held in 
Glenwood Springs, June 9-12. Write to 
E. W. Crawford, State Fire Instructor, 
210 State Office Building, Denver 2, 
Colorado. 


Connecticut: The Connecticut State 
Fire College will be held in New Haven, 
May 17-22. Write to L. W. Eddy, Super- 
visor, Service Training, State Dept. of 
Education, Box 2219, Hartford, Con- 
necticut. 

Delaware: The 6th Annual Short 
Course for Firemen will be held in Dover, 
July 19-22. Write to Frank M. Forst- 
burg, State Board for Vocational Educa- 
tion, 511 W. 8th St., Wilmington, Dela- 
ware. 

Florida: Four sessions of the Florida 
State Fire College will be held at Ocala 
beginning May 10, June 11, July 19 and 
August 20. Write to W. H. Barnett, 
Superintendent, State Fire College, P.O. 
Box 785, Ocala, Florida. 

Illinois: The 30th Annual Fire College 
will be held at the University of Illinois, 
Champaign-Urbana, June 21-24. Write 
to Director George W. Harper, 234 Me- 
chanical Engineering Building, Urbana, 
Illinois. 


Indiana: The 2Ist Annual Indiana 
State Fire School will be held at Purdue 
University, Lafayette, September 14-17. 
Write to Director Francis W. Hartman, 
Chief of Fire Training, Bldg. FWA7, 
Purdue University, West Lafayette, Indi- 
ana. 


Iowa: The 30th Annual Iowa State Fire 
School will be held at Iowa State College 
in Ames, May 18-24. Write to Director 
Mark Brosier, Supervisor of Firemen’s 
Training, 110 Marston Hall, Ames, Iowa. 


Kansas: The 25th Annual Kansas 
State Fire School will be held at the Uni- 
versity of Kansas in Hutchinson, October 
12-15. Write to Director Gerald Pearson, 
University of Kansas Extension Classes, 
111 Fraser Hall, Lawrence, Kansas. 

Kentucky: The Kentucky State Fire 
School will be held at the University of 
Kentucky, Lexington, June 8-10. Write 
to John L. Thompson, Assistant Manager, 
Kentucky Inspection Bureau, 940 Starks 
Building, Louisville, Kentucky. 

Louisiana: The Louisiana State Fire 
School is tentatively scheduled to be held 
in Baton Rouge, April 26-30. Write to 
Chief R. A. Bogan, Fire Department 
Headquarters, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 


Maryland: The 2lst Annual Short 
Course will be held at the University of 
Maryland, College Park, September 7-10. 
Write to Robert C. Byrus, Director, Fire 
Service Extension, Box 85, University of 
Maryland, College Park, Maryland. 


Michigan: The Michigan Fire College 
will be held at the University of Michigan, 
Ann Arbor, June 15-18. Write to Director 
M. D. Whale, Supervisor, Public Service 
Training, P. O. Box 928, Lansing, Mich- 
igan. 








Minnesota: The 3rd Minnesota State 
Fire School will be held at the Farm 


i Campus, University of Minnesota, St. eu 
i- Paul, April 26-30. Write to Dr. J. O. NEW E IPMEN> 
) Christianson, Director, Agriculture Short 


- Courses, Institute of Agriculture, St. Paul, S. 
i- Minnesota. 


Montana: The Montana State Fire- 


= men’s School will be held at Polson, DEM LIMOS Tice 


le August 25-28. Write to Clayton Brown, wt 
\ Fire Chief, Polson, Montana. 


- Nebraska: The |6th Annual State Fire CLASS Q SIREN 


le School will be held at Grand Island, April 
25.27. Write to Chairman Otto B. Jo- peecify FEDERAL 


hannes, State Fire School Committee, 2604 





a] . . 
| Twelfth Street, Columbus, Nebraska. 
New Mexico: The New Mexico State BEACON RAY LIGHT 
Fire School and Convention will be held at 
” Truth or Consequences, June 7-9. Write Your — apperctus has more speed, more 
. to Fire Chief Clyde Cole, Truth or Conse- essential equipment . . . it NEEDS the best 
b quences. ; ossible warning signals! B - 
- North Carolina: The North Carolina P d . g : > ere, Pretec? ap 
ny State Fire College is tentatively scheduled paratus — and lives — with the Federal Beacon 
f to be — coe ae 6, with = Ray, the 360° rotating light rated best on the 
Pump School scheduled for later in the wae Winiete 
- summer. Write to Chief Charles L. Burk- market, and a Federal Class “C” or “Q’siren, 
ett, Salisbury, North Carolina. finest, most powerful you can buy! 
‘t Ohio: The 9th Annual Ohio State Fire Accept no substitutes! Inadequate protection 
r, School will be held in Columbus, Septem- is © DO t Seah ies! Send 
t- ber 7-11. Write to Dr. Henry Walker, poor way to pinch pennies! send now for 
a- Director of Political Science, Ohio State latest literature that will help you select the 
A~ University, Columbus, Ohio. BEST POSSIBLE SIGNALS ¢ . ’ 
ne : . rom 
Oklahoma: The Oklahoma State Fire t lecti s ” the industry's 
a School will be held in Stillwater, April most complete selections. Specify by the name 
la 26-30. Write to R. J. Douglas, Head, Fire ... Federal! 
id Protection Department, Oklahoma A & M 
t, College Campus Fire Station, Stillwater. 


). Oregon: The Oregon State Fire School FEDERAL SIGN and SIGNAL Corp. 


will be held in Hillsboro, April 19-23. 


Formerly: Federal Enterprises, Inc. 























re: Write to Elmer H. Halstead, State Super- 

8, visor, Public Service Training, 105 State 8717 S. STATE STREET CHICAGO 19, ILLINOIS 

Le Library Building, Salem, Oregon. 

- Pennsylvania: The Pennsylvania Fire 

a, School’s 16th Annual Round-Up will be cai : ae eae eee 
held at Lewistown, August 2-6. Write to | —————_ a el eiaila le, 

a Edgar A. Spotz, Adviser, Fire Service 

le Training, Box 911, Harrisburg, Pennsyl- 

7. vania. 

n, South Dakota: The 25th Annual State 


i, Nr Ete. “Write te Jowph TL Feu, | FOR ALL YOUR HOSE CONNECTIONS 


23 Jesse Hall, University of Missouri, 


re Columbia, Missouri. 

Tennessee: The Tennessee State Fire | ° d 
; Service School will be held at Middle | improve 
Ye Tennessee State College, Murfreesboro, 


, August 23-27. Write to Director H. S. 4 S$ 
A. 
Elkins, Fire Department Instructor, 215 | E N IBLE 
; Chestnut Street, Chattanooga, Tennessee. | 
. Texas: The Texas Firemen’s Training | G Oo G 
r School will be held at Texas A & M Col- | L U C U P L i N $s 
6 lege, July 11-16. _Write to Col. H.R. (ROCKER LUG TYPE) 
, Brayton, Engineering Extension Service, 
Texas A&M College, College Station, 
Texas. insure 
of Virginia: The Annual State Fire School 
will be held in Norfolk, September 13-17. 


2 Write to Clay A. Easterly, Fire Marshal, QUALITY and SAFETY 


P.O. Box 1112 Martinsville, Virginia. 





Washington: The Annual State Fire The improved Powhatan “Sensible-Lug Couplings” are precision tooled and manufactured 
re School will be held in Tacoma, July 21-24. of only the best high-grade materials. They set a standard that is “tops” in this special- 
Id Write to J. R. Cook, Assistant Super- ized field of fire-fighting equipment. The curved surfaces of this modern coupling enable 
to visor, State Board of Vocational Educa- the hose to glide easily over all obstructions, thus preventing snagging, an important 
nt tion, 1712 Harvard Avenue, Seattle, Wash- safety and economical feature appreciated by those who know. 

: ington. ; SPECIFY “SENSIBLE’’ LUG COUPLINGS ON YOUR NEXT HOSE ORDER 
rt West "are The West Virginia 
of State Fire School will be held in Morgan- 


0. town, July 19-23. Write to R. E. Hanna, | 
re Jr., Supervisor, Fire Service Extension | 
of Schools, West. Virginia University, Mor- 


gantown, West Virginia. 


ze Wisconsin: The Wisconsin State Fire and IRON WORKS 


n, School will be held at the University of | 
or Wisconsin, in Madison, August 16-18. RANSON a aD VIRGINIA 
ce Write to J. J. Lichty, Coordinator, Busi- rs 
. ~? - k > > 4 Ul 
h- ness Institutes, Box 2098, Madison, aie itll teal i Dana hod 
Wisconsin. Established 1892 
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HIRTY-FIVE deaths, 8,094 fires 

and $13,000,000 fire loss in 
Government Property in Conti- 
nental United States was reported 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1953. These statistics cover the 
operations of fourteen of the large 
departments and agencies of the 
U.S. Federal Government and are 
embodied in a report prepared by a 
Committee on Fire Record of the 
Federal Fire Council. Clarence F. 
Castle of the Office, Chief of Engi- 


Another 


SHARPSVILLE 
CHALLENGER 
on the job 














neers, Department of the Army, is 
chairman and Humphrey Gilbert of 
the Safety and Fire Prevention staff 
of the Atomic Energy Commission, 
is secretary of this committee. 

On a per capita basis, the Govern- 
ment, fire loss is reported at about 
half that estimated for the whole 
country. Only 645 fires involved 
losses to the Government of $500 or 
more. As in non-government prop- 
erty, a few large fires caused a sub- 
stantial part of the loss. Thirty- 






THIS newest Challen- 
ger, carrying over 600 
gallons of water and 
equipped with a two- 
stage pump, capable 
of delivering more 
than 600 pounds pres- 
sure, is designed spe- 
cifically to provide the 
utmost protection for 
the rural community. 


At the same time, its maneuverability, water supply 
and ease of operation make it ideal for the muni- 
cipal fire department, large or small. The modern 
concept of fire-fighting demands equipment capable 
of checking any blaze with a minimum of fire and 


water loss. 


The Challenger is designed to meet 


this need and to do so béfore heavier — 
could arrive and go into action - - 

Whatever your requirements may be, there is a 
Sharpsville Challenger to fill them. 





SEND US YOUR 
SPECIFICATIONS TODAY 


Mae hee 


STEEL FABRICATORS, Inc. 


par 
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Government Fire Experience 


three of these involved fire loss of 
$100,000 or more, aggregating 
$9,000,000 or about 68 percent of 
the total. The biggest loss included 
was the July 10, 1952 warehouse fire 
near Clarksburg, W. Va., involving 
a single fire area of 172,000 square 
feet and inadequate fire protection ; 
loss $2,235,000. The second largest 
loss was an unsprinklered mainten- 
ance hangar at the Kingsville, 
Texas, Naval Auxiliary Air Station, 
October 19, 1952. The hangar area 
was approximately 36,600 square 
feet; loss $1,128,000. These and 
other large losses described in the 
report “are clear evidence of the 
need for automatic fire extinguish- 
ing equipment such as_ sprinkler 
systems,” the report concludes. 
This report was presented at the 
annual meeting of the Federal Fire 
Council, December 18, 1953. The 
Federal Fire Council is an inter- 
departmental committee of U. 8. 
Government departments. W. C. 
Reynolds, Commissioner of Public 
Buildings, is chairman, George N. 
Thompson, of the National Bureau 
of Standards, is vice-chairman, and 
Walton C. Clark, of the Public 
Buildings Service, is secretary. 


Book of the States 1954-1955 


HE “Book of the States 1954- 

1955” is a useful reference work 
covering the major functions of the 
state governments in the United 
States. It is published by the 
Council of State Governments, 1313 
East 60th Street, Chicago 37, 
Illinois, to whom orders for the book 
should be sent. (Price $10 per copy). 
The current edition contains useful 
summaries on Civil Defense in the 
States, and State Fire Protection. 
Included is a list of state civil de- 
fense directors and state fire mar- 
shals. 


FOR SALE 


Bids being received 


6 cylinder 1930 American LaFrance, com- 
pletely equipped hook and ladder. In ex- 


cellent condition. 
request. 


Further information on 


Glenwood Hook & Ladder, 
Engine & Hose Co., Inc. 
Glenwood Landing, L. |., New York 


Please mention FIREMEN 
when writing to Advertisers 


we = ome jl 





Philadelphia fire fighters find ‘““Big Bertha” miracle-aid in cellar fire. 


Big Show by “Big Bertha” 


In the cellar of the burning building 
above, “Big Bertha” is putting on a big 
show. 


Before she arrived, ordinary hose lines 
proved no help. Upon her entrance, the 
fire was controlled in minutes. 


“Big Bertha’, so christened by Deputy 
Fire Commissioner George Hink of 
Philadelphia, is a giant WaterFOG noz- 
zle. Delivering 500 gallons of water a 
minute in a fire-eating mist, ““Big Bertha” 
is ordinarily used on turrets, portable 


deluge sets or ladder pipes. It can be 
attached to regular hose lines by means 
of a Rockwood Swivel Handle Play Pipe 
and a Rockwood Ball Type Shut-Off. 


This giant nozzle not only controls 
fires rapidly but reduces temperature of 
entire surrounding area, protects firemen 
from smoke inhalation—and speeds 
return of fire companies to their station. 
Put “Big Bertha” on your fire force — 
it is but one of many Rockwood portable 
fire-fighting items that engineer water to 
cut fire losses. 


ROCKWOOD SPRINKLER COMPANY 


Engineers Water... to Cut Fire Losses 


How Rockwood 
Engineers Water 
to Cut Fire Losses 





A Solid Cone of WaterFOG is discharged by the 
Rockwood Type “B” 500 G.P.M. High Capacity 
WaterFOG Nozzle. Millions of fine water particles 
completely fill the cone preventing vapor pockets. 
As particles enter fire area, they turn into steam. 





Rockwood Type B High Capacity WaterFOG Nozzle, 
combined with Swivel Handle Play Pipe and Ball 
Type Shut-Off, quickly connects to ordinary hose 
lines, thus enabling this powerful nozzle to be used 
in hard-to-reach areas such as cellars and on large 
flammable liquid fires. 


SEND FOR THIS INFORMATIVE BOOKLET 


ROCKWOOD SPRINKLER COMPANY 
Portable Fire Protection Division 

88 Harlow Street 

Worcester 5, Mass. 


Please send me your illustrated book- 
let on Rockwood fire fighting products. 
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HaS YOUR Fire Truck 
A HALE TYPE FZZ? 


‘©. . . All Fire Trucks 
should have one or more’’ 


says Fire Chief from Missouri 


Above — This frame-mounted FZZ (with 
carrying handles turned in) can be easily 
carried to source of water which truck cannot 
reach, for refilling booster tank or for fighting 
fire direct. Unit is also available mounted on 
two truck-type wheels or on rubber-cushioned 
steel channels. Note: Discharge adapter can 
be supplied for use with 2¥-in. hose. 


Chief R. M. Wilson of Monroe City, Missouri, 
suggests that all Fire Trucks should have a 
Hale type FZZ portable pumping unit. . . 
He writes: ‘I want to tell you how pleased I am 
with this FZZ pump. We received it May 27th. 
On May 29th I was compelled to use it during 
a bad rain storm as our large pumper was un- 
able to reach water supply. We put the little 
pump at a pond, used 500 ft. 144” hose layout, 
and saved this farmer almost $2,000.00. The 
FZZ gave a nice fire stream. The motor 
started on the first pull in a downpour of 
rain. Not one time did it stop. We used it 
for almost 2 hrs. Had we not had this 
portable pump, there was no way we could 
put out this fire. I think all fire trucks for 
Town or Country should have one or 
more.”’ 


Above —FZZ Pumping Foam. (Foam pro- 
portioner built in if specified.) 


With a ready-for-use Hale FZZ you can 
fight fires not only with solid stream and/or 
fog, but also with foam — a valuable weapon 
against gasoline truck fires. 

The easily portable FZZ can be mounted in 
any apparatus, making it possible to fight fires 
while apparatus is in motion, using booster tank 
for source of water. CAPACITY 60 G.P.M. 
at 90 lbs. pressure; 150 G.P.M. at 30 Ibs. pres- 
sure; ample reserve capacity. Ask for dem- 
onstration; no obligation. 


Write today for FZZ FOLDER to: 


HALE FIRE PUMP COMPANY 


CONSHOHOCKEN, PA. 
Fire Pumps in All Standard Capacities 
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Occupancy Fire Records 
QO ANSWER a heavy and in- 
creasing demand upon the NFPA 
Fire Record Department for fire ex- 
perience by occupancy, a series of 
fire records, each covering a specific 
type of occupancy, is being prepared. 
Garages are treated in the first 
of these fire records, which contains 
summaries of serious and significant 
fires in repair, sales and service, bus, 
truck and parking garages. It is il- 
lustrated with fire photos and in- 


“cludes a cause analysis of 1,422 


garage fires. 

Single copies of “Fire Record of 
Garages” (FR 54-1) may be ob- 
tained for 50 cents each, with dis- 
counts allowed for quantity pur- 
chases. Write to the NFPA Publi- 
cations Department, 60 Battery- 
march Street, Boston 10, Massa- 
chusetts. 


Industrial Fire Schools 


RECORD number of eleven 

industrial fire training schools 
the first starting May 24 and the 
last starting September 20 — will 
be held during 1954 on the fire test 
field of the Ansul Chemical Com- 
pany at Marinette, Wisconsin. 

Each school will last three days, 
the starting dates being May 24; 
June 14, 21, 28; July 19, 26; August 
16, 23, 30; September 13, 20. 

The schools are held for the pur- 
pose of training plant fire marshals, 
safety directors, fire brigade leaders 
and military and municipal fire sup- 
pression officers in the latest tech- 
niques of extinguishing fires with 
dry chemicals. 

Last year, a record number of 225 





ustrial Fire 
rotection 


persons attended nine schools, the 
largest proportion of enrollees com- 
ing from the metal fabrication, 
chemical, petroleum, gas, steel, elec- 
trical, railroad, aviation, paper, 
transport, food and mine industries. 
There also were a considerable num- 
ber of representatives of municipal 
fire departments and the U. S. and 
Canadian military services. 

Registration is limited to 25 men 
for each school, with reservations ac- 
cepted on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Ansul provides all instruction 
and use of equipment free of charge, 
the students paying only for their 
transportation and living expenses 
while at Marinette. 

Classes are held on the Ansul 
Company’s eight-acre fire test field, 
where students are taught to use 
hand, wheeled and large stationary 
units of dry chemical equipment 
against flammable liquid and _ pro- 
pane gas fires. Other types of ex- 
tinguishing agents also are available 
in case any student has a special fire 
problem. 

In addition to the field work, the 
schedule calls for group discussion 
periods, showing of fire-fighting mo- 
tion pictures, and a brief plant tour 
to show how fire extinguishers are 
manufactured. 

Address inquiries to: Customer 
Training Fire School, Ansul Chem- 
ical Company, Marinette, Wis. 


For Your Fire Brigade 


VERY member of your fire bri- 

gade should have an “Industrial 
Fire Brigades Training Manual,” 
mentioned on page 8 of this maga- 
zine. 





Emergency Wagon Built by Employees 
This compact fire fighting unit was built by employees of the Reading Railroad at Reading, 
Pennsylvania, for fires which may occur in the Diesel locomotive maintenance shops. Included. on 
the wagon are a variety of extinguishers, gas masks, first aid kit, ladder, wire cutters, safety 
blanket, rope and other equipment for first aid fire fighting. (Reading Company phofos.) 
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| Llama. Hy, 
D igned for protecting the world’s greatest 
concentration of property values, these radio- 
equipped Mack Type 19 pumpers are powered 
by the famous Mack 707 Thermodyne engine. 
2,000 gpm turret nozzles are direct-connected 
to pumps. Special hose bodies carry both 
22” and 3” hose. 


| Sben8) 
| 


' 
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special high-pressure pumpers 
will serwe Manhattan’s high-value area 


Twenty-five Mack Type 19 special high-pressure 
pumpers have been delivered to New York City 
for duty in all of the Manhattan Engine Com- 
panies below 34th Street, in the area formerly 
served by two high-pressure pumping stations. 

Providing extraordinary pressure and capac- 
ity, pumps on these heavy-duty firefighters are 
four-stage centrifugal, arranged for operating 
in parallel, series, or combination of series and 
parallel. 

Drafting from the rivers, these pumps are 
rated at 1,000 gpm at 160 psi, 500 gpm at 320 
psi, 400 gpm at 400 psi, and 250 gpm at 600 psi. 


modernize with 


MACK MANUFACTURING CORPORATION 


Fire Apparatus Division 


Allentown, Pa. 


Factory branches and dealers in all principal cities for 
service and parts. In Canada: Mack Trucks of Canada, Ltd. 


RIPLE COMBINATION PUMPERS — 500 TO 1250 GPM SQUAD AND HOSE 


Operating from hydrants of the special fire 
protection mains, the pumpers greatly exceed 
these rated capacities. Full advantage of the 
heavy flows and pressures of the mains can be 
obtained by feeding the pumps through mul- 
tiple suction lines into the six-inlet suction 
collectors. 

Like New York, cities, suburban communi- 
ties, rural districts and industrial brigades 
throughout the country depend on Macks for 
service in the severest conditions. Find out 
how Macks can meet your needs. 


FIRE APPARATUS 





WAGONS 65°, 75’, AND 85° AERIALS. . . COMBINATION LADDER TRUCKS 
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Montana Legal Opinion on Firemen's Pensions 


CCORDING to the Great Falls, 

Montana, Tribune, Attorney 
General Arnold Olsen of that state 
recently ruled that a pension must 
be awarded to the eligible widow or 
children of any deceased fire de- 
partment relief association member 
who dies while an active member of 
a fire department. State auditor 
and insurance commissioner John 
Holmes requested the opinion to 
settle questions which arose after 
the death of a member of the fire de- 


“That statute is clear in stating 
that a pension shall be granted when 
a deceased fireman, at the time of 
his death, was an active member of a 
fire department,”’ Olsen said. ‘There 
are no conditions attached nor may 
any conditions be implied to the 
cause of death.” 

Holmes also asked whether the 
pension should be paid to the widow 
or the children of the deceased 
fireman. 

“The fire department relief asso- 





partment in Glendive. 


TRIPLE COMBINATION EQUIPMENT 
with or without Truck 


Furnished in STANDARD and DELUXE MODELS 
of 200 or 500 gallons pumping capacity 


also 


PRIMARY EQUIPMENT SETS 


to utilize “on hand” equipment 


TANKERS 


Furnished as Pump Tank Combination or as 
complete Class B Combination, or as Tank 
and Portable Pump Unit for “BUILD YOUR 
OWN” equipment. 


Ask for description and price list 


LUVERNE FIRE APPARATUS CO. 
LUVERNE, MINN. 


Manufacturers of Fire Truck Equipment Since 1912 





ON THE JOB - ON THE SPOT 
KEEPING AMERICA GREEN 


with HARODIKES 
Portable Canvas Water Tanks ~ 


THE ECONOMICAL AND EFFICIENT WAY 
TO CARRY AND STORE WATER. 


EXCLUSIVE FEATURES 


@ Self Supporting @ Easily Back-packed 
@ ideal for Relay Pumping @ Easily Transported 
Available in 150 & 300 gallon sizes 


A WATER SUPPLY AT THE SCENE OF THE FIRE 


A 


2 
rite TODAY for F elie Mt daa | 


HARODIKES INCORPORATED 


NORTH DIGHTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
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only for the protection of the fire- 
man himself, but for the fireman’s 
family,” Olsen said. “The broad 
policy of the law would indicate thai 
this purpose is best served by recog- 
nizing the widow of the deceased 
fireman as the new family head and 
a proper first party to receive the 
pension as provided by law. 

“The pension must be paid to the 
widow of the deceased member, or, 
in the event that there is no widow, 
or the widow is not eligible to re- 
ceive the pension, then it must be 
paid to the children of the dece- 
dent,” the attorney general added. 


Mutual Aid in Zion, Illinois 
HE cover picture of the March, 
1954, issue of FrreMeEn _ illus- 

trated conditions during a depart- 


| ment store fire in Zion, Illinois, on 


= 


February 7. Information received 
from Engineer Norris V. Ransom, of 
the Zion Fire Department, indicates 


| that this fire necessitated a major 


mutual-aid operation. 
As explained in the March issue 


| the fire destroyed the department 
' store and crossed the street to de- 


stroy a curtain factory in the heart 
of the business section. A total of 38 
trucks from 28 volunteer fire com- 
panies responded to calls for mutual 
aid assistance. More than 300 vol- 


| unteer fire fighters from three coun- 


ties in Illinois and Wisconsin partici- 
pated in the fire. 

Other organizations cooperating 
in the fire fighting operations were 
Lloyd’s Ambulance Service from 
Northbrook ; 20 Explorer Scouts and 
their rescue truck from Kenosha, 
Wisconsin; 6 Explorer Scouts from 
Waukegan, Illinois, also equipped 
with a rescue truck; emergency 
rescue squads from Deerfield and 
Fox Lake; CD Communications 
units from Lake County, Illinois; 
Red Cross units and Ladies’ Auxil- 
iaries. 

Only 4 fire fighters were injured 
but Chief Robert Burleigh of the 
Fox Lake, Illinois, Fire Department 


| collapsed and died at his home after 
_ returning from the fire. 


Have You Ordered Your 
“FIREGROUND LIBRARY’’? 
Bound in handsome case 
$9.75 per set 


Write to 
National Fire Protection Association 
60 Batterymarch St., Boston10, Mass. 





: OF PERFORMANCE 


Figures for the Past Year Furnish Proof 
‘d of Continued ADT Protection Efficiency 


ne 





The accompanying statistical analysis of ADT performance 
™ during 1953 and for the past ten years furnishes impressive 
| evidence of the efficacy of ADT Central Station Protection 













rr, ‘ i ‘ ‘ ‘ 

; Services in establishing a high degree of immunity from fire 

ms and burglary losses. 

e- 

De It is essential to consider that this record represents only 

e- the protection of tangible assets. An important corollary is 
the value of ADT Services in safeguarding the intangible 
assets of our subscribers—customers, good will, services of 

skilled employees, valuable records and other items neces- 

7 . . . 

. sary to preserve the earning power of a going business. 

’ . . 
a. Performance of this type can be obtained only through 


‘. continuous supervision and proper maintenance of 
protective signaling systems as supplied by 
ADT Central Station Services. May we tell 
you how ADT Services can give you better 


SPRINKLER 
SUPERVISORY AND 


mn 


ad 


of , : WATERFLOW ALARM SERVICE 
protection at lower cost by safeguarding 

” your property automatically. Supervisory alarms, indicating temporary 

or 


5 ‘ impairment of sprinkler systems . . .. 189,268 
Call our Commercial Department if we near = , 


1e are listed in your phone book; or write 
to our Executive Offices. 


Waterflow alarms, caused by 
fires or serious leaks . . . . « « « 2,708 






































































nt 
in. Manual fire alarms . . 2. © «© s « + 157 
rt Reported values of 
38 WATCHMAN’‘S properties protected . . . $13,088,723,000 
n- REPORTING AND Ratio of losses to values protected . 2/100th of 1% 
al 98 
sl. MANUAL FIRE ALARM SERVICE Fire loss immunity in 1953. . . OO5% 
n- Investigations of failures of watchmen AVERAGE FIRE LOSS 97 
]- to signal Central Station on schedule . 228,584 IMMUNITY DURING 99-% 
Total number of signals recorded . . 325,178,392 THE PAST TEN YEARS . 7 “160 
= Watchmen’s patrol efficiency . . 99 93/100th% 
m Alarms from Manual Fire Alarm Boxes . . 1,362 
id Reported values of 
a, properties protected . . . . $18,907,278,000 BURGLAR 
m Ratio of losses to 
od values protected . . . « « 2/100ths of 1% AND HOLDUP 
cy Fire loss immunity in 1953. . . 9955, ALARM SERVICES 
id AVERAGE FIRE LOSS Attacks on ADT Protection . . . . «+ « 2,184 
a IMMUNITY DURING 99=% Entrances effected . . . . . . + « w 1,259 
vt THE PAST TEN YEARS . 100 0 Captures as result of burglar, holdup it 
= and other emergency alarms. . . «+ . 
Reported values 
ed of properties protected . . . $3,919,077,000* 
he Ratio of losses to values protected . 1/100th of 1% 
nt 99 
er Burglary loss immunity in 1953. 9955 


AVERAGE BURGLARY LOSS 
IMMUNITY DURING 992% 
THE PAST TEN YEARS . 100 
*Not including ADT-protected values in bank vaults, 
the U.S. Treasury, Federal Reserve Banks and 
branches, the U.S. Mints and the U.S. Bul- 


lion Depositories at Fort Knox, Ky., 
and West Point, N. Y. 





Controlled Companies of 

AMERICAN DISTRICT TELEGRAPH COMPANY 

A NATIONWIDE ORGANIZATION 
Executive Offices 

155 SIXTH AVENUE » NEW YORK 13° N. Y. 
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The “NEW YORKER” —No. 5A 
Top-Grain Leather 





The “SENATOR” — No. 350 


One-Piece Aluminum 


HELMET 










The “CLIFTON” — No. 900 
“Flint-Flex” Plastic 


The CAIRNS line also includes other helmets in drop-brim 
and other styles —in leather, aluminum and “Flint-Flex,” 
and in other weights — all of standard CAIRNS QUALITY. 
We can supply everything the fireman needs for his per- 
sonal equipment. Write for Catalog 340. 


CAIRNS & BRO., Inc. — Allwood, Clifton, N. J. 


SINCE 1836 
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Membership Report 


FPA welcomes the following 

fire chiefs and fire departments 
who have recently joined the Asso- 
ciation. Present NFPA Fire De- 
partment Membership totals 2,124 
fire departments and 24,995 men. 


Alabama: Chief J. S. Blakemore, 
Moulton Fire Department, Moulton. 


British Columbia: Chief T. A. Leigh- 
ton, Corp. of the Village of Marysville, 
Marysville. 


California: Needles 
Department, Needles. 


Volunteer Fire 


Illinois: Flossmoor Fire Department, 
Flossmoor; Chief Fred D. Wilson, Ma- 
comb Fire Department, Macomb; West- 
chester Firemen’s West- 
chester. 


Association, 


Indiana: Chief Dick DeCrastos, Mun- 
cie Fire Department, Muncie. 


Kansas: Chief C. F. Krambeck, Dodge 
City Fire Department, Dodge City; 
Chief Jack Applegarth, Shawnee Vol- 
unteer Fire Department, Shawnee. 


Michigan: Chief Frank Hover, Niles 
Twp. Fire Department, Niles; West 
Branch Fire Department, West Branch; 
Chief John Mitroka, Ecorse Twp. Fire 
Department, Wyandotte. 


Minnesota: Canosia 
Department, Duluth. 


Volunteer Fire 


New Jersey: Chief Adole Golla, Old 
Bridge Volunteer Fire Company, Old 
Bridge. 


North Carolina: Chief J. 8. Dancy, 
Tarboro Fire Department, Tarboro. 


Ohio: Chief Arthur B. Russell, Piqua 
Fire Department, Piqua. 


Ontario: Chief George Thibb, The 
Volunteer Fire Department, Englehart. 


Oregon: Chief J. R. Russell, Hermiston 
Fire Department, Hermiston. 


Saskatchewan: Chief Gordon O. Hig- 
son, Moose Jaw Fire Department, Moose 
Jaw. 


Vermont: Pownal Fire Protective As- 
sociation, Inc., Pownal. 


Virginia: Assistant Chief Ward L. 
Cohron, Stuarts Draft Fire Department, 
Stuarts Draft. 


West Virginia: Glasgow Fire Depart- 
ment, Glasgow. 


Wisconsin: Chief E. F. Bartels, Shore- 
wood. 


Metcalf 


UNIFORM 
PULAU. 


Standard fabrics for over eighty years 
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RATCHET 
HYDRANT 
WRENCH 


S REQUIRES i 
only 4” SWING! 


Opens any Hydrant 
or Gated Hydrant 


FASTER —EASIER 


in a matter of seconds 
8 


FIREMEN PRAISE 
New Ratchet Principle 


“It’s the fastest, most con- 
venient Wrench ever devised” - 
“the short 4” swing is wonderful 
to get into hard-to-reach 
places.”” *“*Your new Ratchet 
Wrench has been a life saver on 
many occasions.”’ 






eee 
Pentagon heads obtainable in fol- 
lowing sizes: 144” 14” 1%” 


9” 
inch. 


Send in your order today 
Money back guarantee 


p.o. THE S-T HYDRANT WRENCH CO. 


Box 921-A HOLYOKE, MASS. 


ALARM 
SIGNALS 


, all adjustable down to one 











CLARK COOPER ELECTRO-PHONIC 


Clark Cooper Electro-Phonic Air Signals 
are unsurpassed for coding instantaneous 
short or long blasts. They are used ex- 
tensively for FIRE, AIR RAID, RESCUE 
SQUAD, AMBULANCE, etc. Hundreds 
used as auxiliary signals tied in with regu- 
lar systems. Let us know your particular 
needs. Agencies Available 

CLARK COOPER CO., INC. 
MARKET ST. 
PALMYRA, NEW JERSEY 


Please mail data on CLARK COOPER CO 
AIR HORNS. 


We will use the SIGNALS FOR 
Name 


Address 
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Ladders Aren’t Wreckers! 


OMEONE’S unfortunate error of 
judgment recently received na- 
tional attention when the Wide 
World Photo Agency released this 
sequence of pictures. As can be 
seen, some fire department member 
made the decision to remove a wall 
which was already swaying danger- 
ously. The wall collapsed before the 
ladder could be rescued and the fire 
department was faced with a repair 
bill which might amount to thou- 
sands of dollars. 

Perhaps the easiest reaction to 
this incident is to be critical of the 
person who made the decision to use 
the ladder in this manner. However, 
everyone is susceptible to errors of 
judgment and certainly the sense of 
urgency that is always present on 


the fire ground has a strong effect on 
individuals’ decisions and actions. 

A decision which means damage 
or loss of a piece cf equipment is far 
less serious than one which may 
mean injury or death to a fellow fire 
fighter. The only way for fire de- 
partments to keep wrong decisions to 
&@ minimum is through proper selec- 
tion of officer personnel and contin- 
ual study and application of the basic 
principles of firemanship in training. 
training and more training. 

Incidentally, our nomination for 
the fastest fire fighter in boots is the 
fellow on the ladder in the top photo 
of the sequence. He certainly cov- 
ered a lot of space between the time 
the first and second pictures were 
taken! 








DO YOU GET THIS 
KIND OF FOAM 


This photomicrograph 
is the revealing secret 


of NICEROL AJR FOAM’S 


TRULY AMAZING 


heat stability 


THIS IS WHY NICEROL 
GIVES GREATER HEAT RESISTANCE 


SPECIAL TESTING OFFER The minute, closely-knit bubbles retain the maximum water 
content in a foam that is both adhesive and cohesive. This 

Simply write the one word “SAMPLE” on is the reason that Air Foam, made from Nicerol, defies fire 
your official stationery and we will send to breakdown, puts out more fire faster, and definitely outlasts 


you : Freight pre-paid, anywhere in the U.S.A. the fire to prevent flashbacks. 


or Canada, one 5-gallon can of NICEROL 
Double strength Air Foam Liquid, for $20C.0.D.  NICEROL Air Foam Liquid lasts longer in the can, too, 
(or please enclose check). Test this sample can because it is specially processed to prevent corrosion of 


on through your existing foam system—to produce cans and containers—nor does it form sludge. 

1,650 gallons of tough foam from only 165 gallons 

of water, fresh or salt. NICEROL Air Foam Liquid can be used with all approved 
ge types of air foam systems and nozzles. 


The $20 cost of this sample will be deducted 





- from your first order for NICEROL of 100 NICEROL is more widely used throughout the world than 
ay gallons and over. any other air foam liquid. 

re 

le- 

to 

C- 

n- 

. Le LONGER LASTING AIR F 

ig. / 

‘or Keeps longer in storage—Puts out more Fire Faster 
he Bo: Outlasts the Fire 

to 

V- INQUIRIES INVITED FROM DISTRIBUTORS AS WELL AS USERS, FULL TECHNICAL AND COMMERCIAL DETAILS AVAILABLE FROM 


= GEORGE T. REYNOLDS & ASSOCIATES, P.0. BOX 395, THORNWOOD, N.Y., U.S.A. 
BRITISH FIRE EXTINGUISHERS LTD., 222 SIMCOE ST., TORONTO 2B, ONT., GANADA 
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BETTER HOSE CARE- WITH 


THE AIR CONDITIONING 


ata a ae 


Circul-Air is the patented, electrically 
operated hose dryer which circulates 
prewarmed fresh air through coiled 
wet hose at the rate of 5 to 6 air changes 
per minute. It’s designed to lengthen 
hose life, improve the appearance and 
functional design of new fire houses, 
and to save floor space and hard work. 
No other drying method is so fast — 
80 economical — so easy to use. 





What's New in Fire K.quipment, 
Catalogs and Bulletins 


Please mention FIREMEN when you write for these publications 


A “sample” offer of a 5-gallon can of 
Nicerol double strength Air Foam Liquid 
is announced on page 39. Write to George 
T. Reynolds & Associates, P. O. Box 395, 
Thornwood, N. Y. . . . For departments 
who build their own or require standard 
and deluxe apparatus and tankers, Luverne 
Fire Apparatus Co., Luverne, Minnesota 
has a complete line for urban and rural 
use. ... Community benefits through 
ADT protection services are readily ex- 
plained in free literature available from 


Did you know the Hale Fire Pump 
Co., Conshohocken, Pa. will demon- 
strate their FZZ portable fire pump at 
your request? Write them for descriptive 
folder and free demonstration. . . . The 
advantages of Hannay electric drive hose 
reels for fire fighting apparatus is the 
subject of new literature available from 
Clifford B. Hannay & Son, Inc., Westerlo, 
N. Y.. . . With brush fire time approach- 
ing, do critical rural areas in your terri- 


tory have sufficient water supplies for fire 
fighting? Write for free illustrated booklet 
on the Harodikes portable canvas water 

Type UA Pump Bulletin illustrates tank. Write to Harodikes, Inc., North 
and describes special features and Service | Dighton, Mass. . . . Find out how Mack 
Pump Plan of Barton-American Front can provide fire fighting apparatus to suit 
Mounted Pumps. Write for your free city, suburban, rural and industrial needs. 
copy to American-Marsh Pumps, Battle Contact Mack Mfg. Corp., Fire Apparatus 
Creek, Michigan. . . . Looking for new Div., Allentown, Pa. . . . Learn how your 
boots for your men? The Siren fireman’s community can enjoy the advantages of 
boot offers 20 key features of comfort, famous Henney-Packard Ambulances. 
safety and long wear. For further infor- Write nearest distributor listed in Henney 
mation, write to Beacon Falls Rubber Foot- | Motor Co. advertisement, page 26... . 
CORPORATION wear, Beacon Falls, Conn. . . . Firemen’s 


helmets, leather, aluminum and plastic sample brochure from Metcalf Bros. & 
and other personal equipment — the 


y 2 7 y Co., Inc., 45 East 17th St., New York, 
_ Cairns line — are illustrated and described N. Y.... A letter to Midwestern Mfg. 
in Catalog 340. Write for your free copy Co.. Mackinaw, Illinois, will bring you 


+ ee ae | to Cairns & Bro., Inc., Allwood, Clifton, literature and material samples for your 
INDEX TO N. J. . . . The latest in modern air horn inspection. The Midwestern garment 


ADVERTISERS signals for the fire service are available trademark is famous for fine protective 


from Clark Cooper Co. garments for the fire service. . . . Specify 
“Sensible” lug couplings on your next 
hose order. For catalog describing the 
complete Powhatan line, write to Pow- 
hatan Brass and Iron Works, Ranson, W. 
Virginia. . . . Be sure you have the Rock- 


American District Telegraph Co., ADT, 
155 Sixth Ave., New York 13, N. Y.... 





Circul-Alr Dryers have passed 
the Approvals Tests and are 
listed by the Underwriters’ 
Laboratories, Inc., Chicago and 
the Canadian Standards Asso- 
clation. 


Write for Catalog TODA Y 


Before buying your uniforms, get free 
575 East Milwaukee 


Detroit 2, Michigan 








Sales agencies 
Page may be available in your area. Write for 
full information to Clark Cooper Co., Inc., 
Market St., Palmyra, N. J... . Better 
hose care with Circul-Air is the subject of 

a new catalog free to your fire station 
Cairns & Brother, Inc. . . .... 36 


clieiies . a trom the Cireul-Air ae 575 E. — wood fire fighting products catalog in 
Clark Queper Seana: ha _ 38 waukee st., Detroit 2 Men: sss Do you your dept. Write to Rockwood Sprinkler 
W.S. Darley & Company .... 6 have information on the complete line of Co., Portable Fire Protection Div., 88 
Dictograph Products, In. ..... 4 Champion fire apparatus and fire pumps? Harlow St., Worcester 5, Mass. 

Elkhart Brass Mfg. Company, Inc... 7 Write today for 44-page booklet to W. S 
Federal Sign and Signal Corp.. . . 29 Darley & Co., Chicago 12, Illinois. .. . 
Gamewell Company. ...... 3 
Hale Fire Pump Company .... 32 
Clifford B. Hannay & Son, Inc. . . . 42 
Harodikes Incorporated ..... 34 


American District Telegraph Company 35 
American-LaFrance-Foamite Corp. 22, 23 
American-Marsh Pumps, Inc. . . . . 27 
Beacon Falls Rubber Footwear. . . 25 


Firemen praise the hydrant wrench 
made by S-7' Hydrant Wrench Co., P. O. 
Box 921-A, Holyoke, Mass. Write manu- 
facturer for complete descriptions and 
prices... . . Be sure you have the Seagrave 
story on motor fire apparatus. Write for 
descriptive literature on all types to the 
Seagrave Corp., Columbus, Ohio. 


How Dictograph Fire Detective can 
protect properties in your community is 
ane... 26 graphically described by the Fire Safety 
luverne Fire Apparatus Co... .. 34 Div. of Dictograph Products, Inc., Jamaica 
Mack Manufacturing Corp. . 33 35, N. Y.... New U. L. listed thermo- 
Metcalf Brothers & Company ... 37 stat Model R is just announced... . Do 
| Midwestern Manufacturing Company 28 you have Elkhart’s free literature on their Rural communities should have the facts 
| Nicerol, Ltd. . . . oa ae popular Select-O-Stream Mystery Nozzle? on the Sharpsville Challenger fire appara- 
| Powhatan Brass & Iron Works s+ 29 Please mention FrREMEN when writing to tus. Ask for this literature from Sharps- 


Rockwood Sprinkler Company . . . 31 ’ ? ’ . Bh. : i : a 
Si tiple Wed Gimeeny . . 38 Elkhart Brass Mfg. Co., Inc., Elkhart, Indi- ville Steel Fabricators, Inc., Sharpsville, 





Seegrave Corporefion. ..... § ana. . . . Federal Enterprises, Inc. has 3 ee Are your members’ cars clearly 
Sharpsville Steel Fabricators, sie fae changed its name to Federal Sign and Sig- identified? Sample decals and descriptive 
D. B. Smith & Company ..... 2 nal Corp., manufacturers of Federal Beacon brochure may be obtained from United 
United States Decal Company . . . 21 Ray and Federal Class “‘C’”’ or “Q” Sirens. States Decal Co., P. O. Box 193, Williams- 
Unox Company. . - + + + 28 . For the full story of safe, sure alarms ville, N. Y. . . . Write to the Unor Co., 


Ward LaFrance Truck Corp. bP Seiene Mee 
Wooster Brass Division, Fyr-Fyter 
ROMRT s0 6 6hée overs wre RS 


with a municipal fire alarm system, write 1630 Roberts St., Houston 3, Texas, for 
to Gamewell Co., Newton Upper Falls 64, complete information on Unox (U.L.) 
Mass. penetrant for making wet water. 
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Completely equipped with 


WARD LAFRANCE 
Apparatus 


Kenmore, N.Y. has good reason to be proud of its 
Volunteer Fire Department. The department, now 
observing its 50th Anniversary, has completely re- 
placed old apparatus with modern Ward LaFrance 
equipment in the past five years. 


MODERNIZE YOUR EQUIPMENT Let Ward La- 
France bring your fire department up-to-date with 
modern, ruggedly-built apparatus. Choose from 
pumpers in 130, 150, 200, 240, 250 and 260 H.P., 
with the weight-to-horsepower ratio necessary for 
fast get-aways and hill-climbing. 


WARD LAFRANGE 


TRUCK CORPORATION 
Fire Apparatus Manufacturers for over 35 Years 





WARD LA FRANCE PUMPER, above, is one of three operated 
by Kenmore Volunteer Fire Department. Standing beside it 
are Fire Marshal Raymond J. Kirsch, left, Chief Ivan 
Kimmins, Ist Ass’t. Chief Chester Long and 2nd Ass’t. Chief 
Frank Murphy. Kenmore Fire Department also includes 100 
well-trained volunteers. 


Ward LaFrance Pumpers come equipped with 
Waterous split housing pump .. . surplus gallonage 
far exceeding rated capacity . . . flat horizontal 
booster tank . . . exceptional hose capacity and 
other outstanding features. Talk to the Ward 
LaFrance representative in your area. He'll help 
you select equipment that fits your community's 
requirements. 


Western New York Representative: 


T. A. Miller 
Fire Equipment Sales Co. 
6 Winspear Ave. 
Buffalo 14, N.Y. 


ome ARR Oe Ore mene meee re eer oer ee Gc SREE EE GREE SEER eT RT OSU REET SSE ake 


GENERAL OFFICE & FACTORY: 


Grand Central Avenue 
Elmira, N.Y. Tel. 3-5631 


139th Street & Bruckner Blvd., 
New York 54, N.Y. 
Tel. CYpress 2-3300 


DIRECT FACTORY BRANCH: 


EXPORT: 
Elmira, N.Y., U.S.A. 
Cable Address: ““Wardtruck” 
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Ward LaFrance International, Inc., 





7: . «+ in performance and service, Hannay Hose Reels are 
“up front’. The dramatic illustration above shows Air Force Fire 
Fighters spraying foam from a new American LaFrance crash truck 
on burning aircraft. And the reel, of course, is a Har-aay, specially 
designed for military service. When YOU need good hose reels, 
standard or special performance, remember HANNAY. . . . built to 
do a BETTER job, in fire-fighting, in industry, in national defense. 


wANNAy 
HOSE REELS 


CLIFFORD B. HANNAY & SON, Inc 


dS TTD Ta] yore 


© 1952 C.B.H. & S. Inc. 
MANUFACTURERS OF MANUAL AND POWER OPERATED HOSE REELS FOR EVERY PURPOSE 
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TRUMPET SIAMESE VALVES 


Famous “Control-Flo” valve action, roller bearing 
swivel construction. Designed as short as possible 
(9") for apparatus body clearance. Available in 4”, 
4'2"', 5°, or 6” diameter sizes. 








TRUMPET TUBE STRAINER 


A suction strainer made of heavy cast brass 
throughout. The ample hole arrangements permits 
free suction to pump for maximum performance. 
Made to individual thread requirements in all sizes 
from 12" through 6”. 





SKI-LUG FIRE HOSE COUPLINGS 


Scientifically shaped to eliminate hooking when 
drawing hose lines over obstructions. Pin -lug 
couplings also available for fire hose, mill hose 
and linen hose. Full rounded lug contour reduces 
pulling friction. 


The precision products shown here are 
just a few of the many items of cast 
brass fire equipment manufactured by 
Wooster Brass. Write for your catalog 
now ... and consult your Wooster 
Brass representative for all your equip- 


ment requirements. 













CONTROL-FLO APPARATUS VALVE 


Operates easily at any pressure, in either direction. 
Controls hose pressures without changing pump 
speed. Throttle type handle locks ‘Control - Flo” 
valve in any position. 


FIRE TRUCK FITTINGS 


Wooster Brass can furnish highest quality truck 
fittings such as brackets, pole and bar holders, 
seat handles, hose clamp handles, axe holders, etc. 


Polished brass or chrome finishes available. 


“f7 

TRUMPET SUCTION HOSE COUPLINGS 
Available in 3 combination handle-lug types. The 
high quality workmanship and finish of Wooster 
Suction Hose Couplings will make you proud to 


put them on any equipment. Made with a free- 
action, roller bearing swiveling feature. 
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Here’s Your [lth Edition of the 
NFPA Handbook of Fire Protection 


Order your copy today! 


Put your finger on the facts! This new 11th edition of the NFPA Handbook of 
Fire Protection is ‘‘chock full” of vital fire protection information and “up-to-the- 
minute” technical data of vital importance to every member of the fire service. 
Order your copy today! 
per copy Postpaid The entire text of the last edition, published in 1948, has been brought up-to- 
Postage prepaid if re- date with new facts. The NFPA Staff and more than 100 expert consultants com- 
Sa ee bined efforts for this volume. 
mittance accompanies 


order You'll find new and revised tables of fire hazard properties of chemicals, solvents 
— and other hazardous materials. Automatic spray sprinklers are described for the 
first time in this Handbook. There are also some valuable new tables on hydraulics, 
a simplified description of testing automobile pumpers, a discussion of methods of 
measuring flows from spray nozzles, and many other important additions to this 
Me x TVs taches revised edition. 
Every fire station should have at least one copy of the new NFPA Handbook in 
: its library. Every fire fighter taking promotional examinations will want a personal 
Solidly bound copy of this reference volume on fire control and fire protection. Many fire chiefs 
in red fabrikoid and officials responsible for purchasing equipment will find a valuable guide to 
“approved equipment” in the 96 pages of advertising. 


1656 pages 


Place your order now, to assure prompt delivery! 


— Use this convenient order form today! * 


National Fire Protection Association 
60 Batterymarch Street, Boston 10, Massachusetts 


Gentlemen: Please send copies of the 11th Edition of the NFPA 
Handbook of Fire Protection to: 


Name 
Address 
City or Town County 


State. 


0 Enclosed find check or money order O Please send bill 
© Please send me (free) a revised 1954 list of NFPA publications 








